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Von judge it of important weight 
To keep your riſing offspring ſtrait; 
1 Your cares to body are confin d. 
Few fear obliquity of mind. 
And ſhall the ſoul be warp'd aſide 
nene * 
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| HERE lived in one of the principal 
ſtreets in London a merchant, whoſe name 
was Nelſon, who had a large fumily of chil- 
dren ; he was too much occupied with his ex- 
tenſive concerns in trade, to attend en 


N ment of his Alb wiſe to in- 


inſtru 
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I 7 his ſecond girl, “buy a country ſeat, like 
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| | firuct the younger ones; which, with the 


aſſiſtante of their ſeveral maſters, ſhe was 


well qualified to do. 


At the commencement of this Mieth 0 the 
eldeſt boy, who was juſt twelve years of age, 


85 with his brother one year younger, was at 2 


ſchool in the country. — Two girls older, 
and two younger, with a little boy juſt out 
of petticoats, were the reſt of the family. 
Charles, for ſo was the little one named, 
was the darling of his father; and Mr. Nel- 
ſon was never happier than when ſeated by 


the fire, with this boy on his knee, he 


could ſee his wife and four daughters ſitting 
by him. 17 e. Wes 
e Smiles by his chearful fire, and round ſurveys 

His children's looks, that brighten at the blaze. 
Whenever this was the caſe, his girls were 
uſing all their rhetoric to perſuade him to 
buy a | houſe in the ecuntry, like their 
neighbours. —*© Do, papa, ſaid Caroline, 
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Mr. Tanty. nk Ye” added Mary, «you- : 


might as well, I am ſure, papa, for: you 
know you have quite as much money as he 


has'-—Her father ſmiled, and aſked:-how 
ſhe came ſo well acquainted with the 


wealth of his ſtrong box - Oh,” anſwered 


ſhe, Anne, (meaning the maid. who 


uſually attended them) told me ſo wid 


that you could afford to let me wear much 


better frocks than I do, if you choſe it... 
Her mama now interrupted her, by de 


firing her to remember, there was nu 


, merit either in wearing fine clothes, or 
living in handſome houſes - We are well 
convinced of that,“ ſaid Charlotte the 


eldeſt, and then nearly ſeventeen, & but 


it would be of ſuch benefit to our health, 
you know, mama; my father is very fond . | ” 
of ſeeing his children happy, and there, 1 


am ſure, we ſhould be ſo. * Why, tell 
me now,”. ſaid Mr. Nelſon, * what do yo 
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ment, were I — with your Hh? 
and firſt let me have your anſwer, Charlotte; 
as being the eldeſt, you are privileged to 
ſpeak firſt.” —< I can eaſily tell,” anſwered 
Charlotte ſmiling, © what I ſhould like; if 
mama would give me leave, I would keep 
bees and filk worms, like the Counteſs in 
Nature Diſplayed; ; oh; how glad I ſhould be 
to attend to them, and wind off their filk, 
and then to preſerve the bees, and form 
new \hives ; how delightful P—< I fear,” 
faid Mrs. Nelſon, - << you would leave the 
bees and ſilk worms to take care of them- 
ſelves, was an agreeable walk to come in 


” the way; but now; Caroline,” ſaid ſhe, 


< what would: be your chief pleaſure ?”* Ca- 
roline was fifteen, and unlike girls of her 
age, appeared fond of no amuſement ; ſhe 
ſeated-in one of the front windows, to ob- 


ſerve the carriages which were continually 


paſſing the hauſe: the thought of viſiting 
Ant 8 the 
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the country now appeared to give her + 


pleaſure,” and ſhe readily anſwered, 4c Oh, 


[ ſhall have enough to do, to walk about . 


the gardens and ſhrubberies, and I ſhall 
feed ſome tame birds, ie SC 


time there, ſhall have- quite an aviary.“ 


* And now, Mary,” ſaid Mr. Nelſon, 
what will be your delight ? «Chickens, - 


papa, chickens, anſwered ſhe, © dear 


little creatures ; juſt like thoſe I ſaw when 
we went into Surry, to viſit my couſin z ſo 


ſoft and warm, how I would attend and 


feed them.” - And I,“ ſaid her younger 
ſiſter Jane, « will attend to the flowers, 


mama, and get the gardener to give me 
ſome ſeeds, and tell me the names of them, 
and then I can have a little garden of my 


| own.” - „And, now tell me, my Charles,“ 


faid his father, kiſſing him, © what ſhall be 


«'your amufement ?”*-—<[ would gather 
the flowers,” ſaid the little boy, © and 


make large noſegays for mama's drefling- 


Foe B 3 5s room,” 
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room. There's a nice boy, ſaid Mr, 
Nelſon, © but do you know what the 


country is like ??—< To be ſure, papa, it is 


like the park, where we walk when it is 
fine weather, and like thoſe fine gardens 


you take us to ſometimes ; I am ſure there 
are plenty of flowers there, only we muſt 
not gather them.” “ I fancy you mean 
Kenſington gardens,” ſaid his mama, © but 
you ſhall gather as many as you like in the 


fields and bedges :”—4 Fields mama, in- 
| _ 'terrupted Jane, „why that is where cows 


and horſes are kept, do they plant flowers 
for them?” 4 Thoſe,” anſwered Mrs, 


. Nelſon, are the natural production of the 


ground, and though, in general, ſmaller 
than what we cultivate in gardens, their 


colours are much more delicate, and oftener 
better worth admiration ; but in the latter 

end of the ſummer it is not uncoramon to 
ſee the hedges hung with roſes and honey- 
” Jacks,” « How beautiful, exclaimed 
| all 
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all the girls, how 1 tag to ſee them. 
4 The wild honeyſuckles, continued their 


mother, 4 are called woodbine, and be 
wild roſe, eglantine, by the poets; theſe 


you have frequently met with in their 
writings,” addreſſing herſelf to the elder 
girls: their converſation was now inter 


rupted by Charles, who let ſomething 


fall, and on Caroline's taking it up, his 
father perceived it was his tooth-pick 


caſe, and that it was broken in the fall; 


this accident, as it was a very handſome. 


one, and what he much valued, made him 
put his favourite off his knee with rather 


more force than he had ever done before. 
Charles, looking in his father's face, was 
ſtruck with the appearance of diſpleaſure . 
he ſaw there, and burſt into tears, —« Ah, 
papa, are you angry with me?” ſaid he, 
as he hung upon his arm. Mr. Nelſon 
could not withſtand the ſupplicating looks 
* the little fellow, and replacing him in 

his 
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Bis old ſtation, ſaid “not with you, my 
dear boy, but with myſelf, for giving you 


ſuch a thing to play with.“ One recon- 
ciling kiſs from his father made Charles 
lorget bis tears, and pleaſure again beamed 
in the faces of all. When the ſervant ap- 
peared to take the three youngeſt to bed, 
their father and mother gave them each an 


aaffectionate kiſs, and as they left the room, 
'F Mrs. Nelſon ſaid; be fure and dream of 
7 the country, and perhaps to- morrow we 
map talk more of it” When they were 

gone, their father, as the circle drew 
"nearer to the fire, ſaid to his girls, now 
then I'll tell you a ſecret; to-morrow, 
about this time, I believe I ſhall have it 
in my power to ſay your wiſhes are grati- 


85 


Jou are, for I ſee by your looks it is ſo? — 
Lis the affair likely to be ſettled ſo ſoon,” 


—<« What, in reſpect to a country 
ſe, papa? aſked Charlotte, © how _ 


ſaid Mrs,- nes Ves, anſwered he, 
15 « I ſaw 
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« T ſaw the gentleman this morning, and 
he perfectly agrees to my propoſals ; to- 


morrow the paper is to be ſigned, Which 


gives me poſſeſſion of Eaſon Houſe. — 
« Eaſon Houſe,” ſaid Caroline to her ſiſter, 


« what a pretty name l and where is it ſitu | 


ated, papa ?” aſked ſhe, turning towards 


him. — & On the fide of the Suſſex 5 
Downs,” ſaid he, “ and within ten miles 
of Brighton,” How charming!“ ex- 


claimed Charlotte, If you, my dear chil- 


dren,” ſaid Mrs. Nelſon, „are as much 


pleaſed with the houſe, and all belonging 


to it, as I was when I ſaw it laſt ſummer * 
with your father, I am ſure you will be - 


happy there“ “ That we- ſhould be any 


where in the country; it muſt be ſo much - 
better than confined to this ſmoaky town} - 


the whole year; and with ygu and my 
father with us, we ſhall want nothing to 


compleat our happineſs,” — « ] am afraid,” 
ſaid Mr. W cc that will. not be often 


- the 


— 


+ $0 'PÞ ASO HOUSE, 
＋＋— — — 
the caſe, I can but ſeldom leave my count- 
ing houſe to ſpend half an hour with you 
here, how ſhall I then find time to viſit 
vou at ſuch a diſtance ?“ “ J hope,“ an- 
ſwered his wife, that you may truſt the 
buſineſs ſometimes to your clerks, of whom, 
you ſay, you have a very good opinion, , 
. and a little relaxation is neceſſary for every 
body.“ The girls could talk of nothing 
but the pleaſing proſpect before them, the 
remainder of the evening ; aſking many 
queſtions not in their parents' power to 
. anſwer, and when they went to bed, ſmil- I ;- 
ing ſaid, © you need not tell us, mama, to 
dream of the country, for we 0 
of nothing elſe,” 
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* * —— You took me up 


« An infant, to the deſart world expos d, 
And prov'd another parent. 
„% You took me up, a little tender flower 
« Juſt ſprouted on a bank, which the next froſt 
« Had nipp'd, and with x careful loving hand 
. Tranſplanted me into your own fair garden. 


Tur next morning all the family again 
aſſembled at breakfaſt. Charles, who could 
not ſo conveniently take his milk and water 
on his father's knee, had a high chair 
placed next to his, that he might, as he 

ſaid; < talk to him of the country,” for 
his ſiſters, who had not loſt the idea of 
Eaſon Houſe, in their walk round their 
little garden, ſo raiſed in his imaginatiqn 


him, «when they ſhould- leave town?” 


Charles was ſoon tired of liſtening to the 
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the pleaſure to be enjoyed in the gardens 
and ſhrubberies, of which, they having 
| ſeen ſo little of it, concluded the country 
was compoſed, that he was now as anxious 
as themſelves to go there, and immediately 
on his father's coming into. the room, aſked 


«Has not my little boy forgot that ſcheme 
yet?” ſaid Mr. Nelſon, as he gave him 
his uſual morning kiſs, © I cannot tell you 
now, but as ſoon as I know myſelf, I pro- 
miſe to inform you all:” they thanked 
him, and joined in wiſhing that it might 
be very ſoon. After breakfaſt Mrs. Nelſon 
- retired with her children to what they 
called their ſchool-room, and where they 
were attended by their different maſters, 


. inftructions of the perſon. who taught his 
fiſters muſic, and begged leave to go to 
Anne, which his mama permitted, on his 
- promiſing to come and read to her as ſoon 
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Mr. Du Val was gone. Jane had not 

t began muſic, ſhe therefore worked 
bile her ſiſters were at the harpſichord, _. 
ad when their maſter was gone, gladly 
eſigned it to read, in which ſhe was ſoon 
aterrupted by Charles, who burſting into 
he room, with a face full of meaning, 
ied out, Oh, mama, mama, come here; 
poor woman and-a little child“ His 
agerneſs to tell the ſtory made it impoſ- 
ſible for them to underſtand what he meant, 
had not Anne following, told her miſtreſs 
that on the ſteps of the door a poor woman 
had fainted away, and was not yet re- 
covered—< if you could give me a ſmelling 
bottle; ma'am,” ſaid ſhe, © perhaps that 
might revive her.” -Mrs. Nelſon inſtantly 
gave it to the good-natured girl, and very 
© humanely went berſelf to aſſiſt the poor 
creature, whom; ſhe found at the door as 
Aane had deſcribed ; but, on perceiving 
her weak and emaciated form, ſhe ſent one 
8 c of 
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of her 3 ee had all followed 
her, to get a cordial from her ſtore-room, 
which ſhe thought might reftore her, could 
it by any means be poured down her throat. 
The little child which Charles had men- 
tioned, and who did not appear more than 
ſixteen months old, ſtood by his mother's 
knees, and though he was not ſenſible of 
her ſituation, on ſeeing ſo many ſtrangers 
about her began to cry, A crowd was now 
gathering round the door, notwithftanding 
it rained hard, and Mrs. Nelſon thought it 
beſt to have the poor woman brought 
within it : Charlotte took the little boy in 
her arms, who cried more than before at 
being ſeparated from his mother: —“ You 
had better take him away, my dear,” faid 
Mrs. Nelſon, & perhaps he may be quiet 
when he does not ſee the poor woman.“ 
Charlotte, followed by all her fiſters, and 
Charles, who ſeemed particularly ftruck - 
with his 18 appearance, took the little 


ſtranger 


wat * " 
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anger to er. room. Mrs. Naas. 
then, with the afiftance of her maids, tried 
every means to recover his mother, who, 
ſtill continued inſenſible. When the apo- 
thecary arrived, for whom the footman had 
been ſent, he ſaid there was little chance 


1 


her into a warm bed: Anne directly offer. 
ed hers, and prepared it for her ; the other 
maids carried her up ſtairs. in their arms, 
and laid her in it; and Mrs. Nelſon and 
Anne continued by the bed fide to watch 
her revival. Charlotte had ſucceeded in 
quieting her little charge, to whom ſhe 
gave ſome bread and milk, and he laughed 
heartily at Charles's playful tricks, who 
did all he could to divert him,. when Mary, 
who had been out of the room, returned 
With the intelligence, that the poor woman 
was better, and gone up ſtairs to fleep ; 
this. gave ſatisfaction to all the girls, and 
Charlotte: deſired Charles to make no more 

| C3 noiſe z 
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of her recovery, but adviſed. their putting 
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noiſe; the little boy having nothing to di- 
- vert him, ſoon fell aſleep, and enjoyed a 
' ſound. ſlumber on the carpet, on which 
Charlotte laid him, while ſhe went with 
her ſiſters Mary and Jane to attend their 
writing-mafter, whoſearrival was juſt then 
announced, and at their return they ſtill 
found him ſleeping. When the apothecary 
called again, he was ſhewn into the room 
where Mrs. Nelſon and Anne ſtill ſat by 
the poor woman. On taking her hand, he 
pronounced her © certainly dead:“ Mrs. 

| Nelſon was extremely ſhocked to hear this; 
and as her maids had before examined her 
pockets, and found nothing bur a ſmall box 
marked George King, that could in the leaſt 
lead to a diſcovery of her name or place of 
abode ; ſhe was quite at a loſs how to diſ- 
poſe of her. Her dreſs was not ragged, 
though -very much patched and mended: 
the box Mrs. Nelſon took into her own 
poſſeſſion, and her clothes were laid care- 
n fully 
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laimed by her relations, and by that means 
hey might perhaps get acquainted with her 
amily: * but whatſhall we do with the child; 
vam?“ aſked Anne with a pitying look; 


of its friends.” e will be a friend to it,“ 
ſaid her miſtreſs, «and when Mr. Nelſon 


to be done with it.” She then went to her 
children in-the parlour, and as ſhe opened 
che door the little boy awoke ; ſhe took it 
in her arms, and the child with a degree bf 
T fondneſs clung round her neck: this action 
© WJ was too much for Mrs. Nelſon's ' preſent 
t If feelings, ſoftened as her heart was at that 
f © moment, by having juſt witneſſed the death 
or its mother; and the felt quite'a regard 


nothing excites the compaſſion of a feeling 
mind, more than the ſilent intreaties of an 
object. „Ah, mama,” ſaid Char- 
C3 0. 
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ully by, if at any future time they might be 9 


poor thing, it is left without knowing ons 


comes home, we will aſk his advice what is 


for him; ſo true is the obſervation, „that 
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" lotte, I fear the poor woman is not better, 
your looks tell me fo.” No;“ faid Mrs. 
Nelſon,” “nor ever will be; ſhe is dead.” 
Dead!“ they all exclaimed, oh, this at 
poor 9 child!“ «We muſt feel for it,” ſaid WW g© 

- their mother, © for it is not old enough to ill fo 

: know its own loſs.” © And ſhall we not Ml fo! 

. keep it here, mama?“ aſked Mary. «I W th 
hope you will not ſend him away,” added ti 

fo 
w 


Jane and Caroline, joining her intreaties to 
the reſt, and deſired her mother to place it 
f on her lap. This,“ ſaid ſhe, while her eyes ©! 
filled with tears, „ ſhall be my amuſement 
and employment at Eaſon Houſe; I will no 
longer be idle when this poor child wants 
my aſſiſtance.” Her mother. kiſſed hor, 
and ſecretly rejoiced to find her daughter 
not void of feeling, which ſhe had lately 
feared was the caſe, as few things, as 1 
have before hinted, appeared to intereſt her : 
but Caroline was not an unamiable girl; 
ber heart a good, _- her feelings ſtrong, 
though 
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255 but ſeldom affected; and when they 
were, the effect it produced ſuffigiently 
evinced the goodneſs of her underſtanding 
at ſo young an age. - Good reſolutions are 
generally formed, but when the occaſion is 
forgot, it is too often the caſe, that the re- 
ſolution is no more remembered: this was 
the fault of Caroline; the inaQtivity men- 
tioned was her natural diſpoſition, and there- 
fore ſhe was not to be blamed, though it 
was what ſhe ought to have broken herſelf 
of. | 5 | 
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% To beſtow a favour-on a friend, is to confer 
46 happineſs on one s ſelf ; and to receive an 
3 obligation, is, in ſome meaſure, to repay it, 

9 Wh ſupplying one's friend with' an oppor- 
tunity of feeling the mot . _ 


| «6 fore,” 
7 215 5 
SDS —— 


Q_ 


— 


Ki! On Mr. Nelſon's coming home in the 
evening, his daughters, who, by this time, 
felt more than ever intereſted for the poor 
child, determined to uſe all their eloquence 
to perſuade their father to keep him in the 
houſe, and accordingly introduced the young 
ſtranger, after telling the melancholy tale 
of his mother's death. Mr. Nelſon, read- 
ing in nnn ſhe had no ob- 


jection, 
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jection, and being naturally fond of chil- 
dren, readily complied with their intreaties, 
only ſaying, * the ſervants ought to be con- 
ſulted, who, perhaps, might not like fuch 
an addition to their work.” I do not 
think,” ſaid Mary, © they will mind that 
for I juſt now heard Anne ſay ſhe would 
do any thing for him, and that he ſhould - 
fleep with her, with all her heart.“. Mrs. 
Nelfon then propoſed a ſcheme which met 
with the general concurrence ; which was, 
that on their removal into the country, the 
child ſhould be placed with the gardener's 
wife, who was to live in a cottage. on the 
eſtate they- were about to purchaſe; and 
ſhe then aſked her huſband what was to be 
done reſpecting the funeral of the poor 
woman, who was ſtill in the houſe: after 


r 
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N ſome deliberation, Mr. Nelſon determined 
5 to put an advertiſement in the newſpapers, 
. deſcribing her's and the child's dreſs, that, 
ice had any relations in town, they might | 


While entirely put out of their minds, and 


| the appearance of the woman, he gueſſed 


hard to make him clothes, now began to be 


and planting flowers—<I ſhall be very im- 
| patient,” faid Charlotte, «till the time ar- 
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be informed of her death; but he did not 
ſuppoſe he ſhould hear from them, as- from 


they. were poor, and would therefore be 
glad to leave the child in fuch good hands. 
In a day or two the woman was buried, and 
the child ſeemed perfectly acquainted with 
the whole family, and became a great fa- 
vourite, The girls, who had worked very 


again anxious for their going into the coun» 
try, which the late occurrence had for a little 


when their father told them, as it was now the 
end of April, he ſhould ſoon think of remoy- 
ing, they werequitedelighted ; and renewed 
their ſchemes of keeping bees and chickens, 


gives.” «I wonder,” faid Mary, « if we 
ſhall go all over the houſe the firſt night; 
CET ny * when J am once 

there, 
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dere, till 1 have ſeen every room” “ « And | 
then the next morning, ſaid Caroline, 
to run out in the garden, and taſte the 
freſh air, which we have read of as being 
fo pleaſant in the country; and hear the 
birds finging, and ſee the ſhepherds driving 
their flocks to paſture.” —< TI ſee,” ſaid Mr. 
elſon, who had been liſtening to their 
converſation, you expect to be in the 
regions of Arcadia, and will all turn Paſ- 
ora's ; what, if you ſee nothing but bar- 
ren downs ; for our houſe is fituated at the 
bottom of the hill; it commands a fine pro- 
ſpect though,” added he, ſeeing diſappoint- 
ment expreſſed in their looks, * and by go- 
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72 
ed ing on the top of the downs, you will fee 
18, ehe fea,” „Well, for my part,“ ſaid Jane, 
n- like going into the country for nothing 
r. better, than becauſe we ſhall not have any 
ve Jof our croſs maſters there, for I am almoſt 


ſick of them. You will not have the 
ſame,” ſaid her mother, « but certainly 
will 
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/ will be attended by ſome; we ſhall not be 
A t ſuch a diſtance from Brighton, but that 
mamaaſters may come from thence; and, in- 
deed, I ſhould be ſorry if. that could not 
be, as you would loſe a great deal by ſpend- 
ing the ſummer in the country, were yo 
to do nothing but run about the whole time. 
64 wiſh,” ſaid Charles, “ that George (for 
ſo they called the little boy, in alluſion tc 
the name on the box,) was old enough tc 
run about with me, and could talk 
well as J do; when do you think he will, 
papa?” 4 Oh, not yet theſe two years,” 
anſwered Mr. Nelſon; & but you will no 
want a companion, my dear, you have 
been always uſed to play by yourſelf; be 
'  Jides your brothers will ſoon come home fo 
te holidays. In ſuch converſation witt 

their parents the children paſſed the tedious 
month, till they were to go into the coun 

try; and, when alone, in building caſtle 

in the air, of what -Eaſon Houſe was like. 
| -. ui 6 I ſhou! 
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1 ſhould like to 1585 if we fall have any Y | 


eighbours in the country,” faid Caroline 

o her ſiſters, as they were going in the car- 
riage with their mother to take leave of 
ſome friends, and, indeed, the only young 
people they knew; as Mrs. Nelſon guarded 
againſt their forming too many acquaint- 
ances, for ſhe was well convinced, in Lon- 
don, it only Jed to more viſiting” than ſho 
liked. Mrs. Rivers (for that was the name 
of the family) was a widow, and an inti- 
mate friend of Mrs. Nelſon's from child- 
hood, had followed that lady's example in 
the education of her children, and though 
they had always lived in town, as an uncle 
of her's had taken them under his protec- 
tion, and in whoſe houſe they refided, they 
had ſeen as little of the world, as if, inſtead. . 

of Groſvenor-ſquare, they had ſpent all 
their lives in a country village. When the 
Miſs Nelſons arrived, their friends receiv- 
ed them with great joy, and after they had 
An | drank 
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drank tea with their mothers, Mr. Rive 
told them to take their companions inte 

their own parlour, and there make as muc 
noiſe as they pleaſed.— I aſſure you, added 
he, your mothers did not mind how noiſy 
they were, when they were of your age, 
and would often make my head ache then, 
but now I am older I don't mind it.“ The 
young people ſmiled and left the room, in- 
viting him to join their party: he bid them 
not be deceitful, for he knew they did not 
want him. I am glad of this permiſſion 
to move,” ſaid Miſs Rivers, when they 
were ſeated in the other parlour, © for I 
have a thouſand things to talk to you about; 
but firſt let me aſk you, my dear Char- 
lotte, if what your mama ſaid at tea, of your 
going into the country, is ſoon to take 
place? Charlotte anſwered, *ſhe hoped 
very ſoon, but as we are not going to live 
entirely there, added ſhe, «I truſt you 
will not be very ſorry, as you know it is 
| What 
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phat we oe have Joby wiſhed.” « As; it is to 
ive. you pleaſure,” faid her friend,. I will 
deayour not to regret your abſence, though 
dedifou muſt ſuppoſe it will be a great loſs to 
oily is.” Mary had ſeated herſelf by the ſecond 
geh is Rivers, and was giving her an account 
en, ir Eaſon Houſe, ſuch as ſhe had heard it 
ſcribed by her mother; and Caroline was. 
ndeavouring to perſuade her ſiſter Jane not 
d touch a large wax doll which lay in one 
the chairs, and belonged to Miſs Anne 
vers, a little girl rather older than her. 
If ; but ſhe was too much amuſed with it 
o put it away till Charlotte interfered, and 
e ſaw the child to whom it belonged enter 


uc 


ve Night be before they met again, determined 
ou have a comfortable chat; this idea made 
18 


ven Caroline j join in the VERO with 
n D 2 uncommon 


e room, who, as a great favour, diſplayed 
e doll's clothes to her viſitor, and allowed 
er to dreſs it; the others drew round the 
re, and when they thought of the time it 
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_ © ſaid, Miſs Rivers, © the thought of going 
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uncommon earneſtneſs. Why, my dear,” 


into. the country has quite enlivened you ; 
I never ſaw you ſo diſpoſed to talk before, 
and therefore I ſhall afk you to tell me about 
a child I have heard of, who was found 
crying at your door one night at ten o'clock, 
and that nobody knew to whom it belonged : 
pray is there any truth in that ſtory ?”— 
« Part of it is true,” faid Caroline, “ but 
like all other tales of this ſort, it has been 
greatly added to:“ ſhe then \recounted the 
_ circumſtance as it really happened, and 
- Miſs Rivers was delighted with the gene- 
roſity of Mr. and Mrs. Nelſon, “ I ſhould 
like to ſee your little. protegee, ſaid ne-“ 
« that I hope you ſoon will, anſwered 
Charlotte, as I know you are to drink tea 
with us before we leave town.“ They then 
examined the book-caſe, and Miſs Rivers 
ſhewed them ſome new books her uncle 
had bought for them; and afterwards pro- 
duced 
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1080 ſome Jrawhies the and her alter bad 
ſt finiſhed. After they had admired th 
| faithfully promiſed - to write to each 
ther when ſeparated, they returned to the 
dther room, leaving the little girls Rill at 
dlay. On their re-appearance, Mrs, Nelſon 
nvited the young ladies to tea the next day 
ith their mother, an invitation they readily 

accepted, but was, ſurpriſed to hear their 
ncle, who was a very good natured man, 


Irs. Nelſon would conſent to- a propoſal . 
df his, << I believe there is not much doubt, 
of my doing that,” anſwered that lady, 
na“ but I never promiſe till I know. what it 
is,” „ have been thinking,” ſaid he, 
ed “that as your young ones are going into 
the country for the firſt time, it will ap- 
en] pear very ſtrange to the people they meet 
with there, to hear them ſay they have 
never been to a. play, though they have 
lived all their lives in- London; I Will, 
. b D3 | : therefore, : 


125 


ay he could not allow; them to go, unleſs + 


738 eyes were now fixed on Mrs. Nelſon, and 


90 FASON HOUSE, 


— — — — 


8 


8 —— n 1 2 


1 


- 


therefore, if y you will give us leave, that 
is,” added he, ſmiling on the girls, whc 
now paid great attention to what he was 
ſaying, take them with my girls to 
vent Garden theatre, the night after tc 
morrow, where I ſhall provide a box, and 
Mrs, Rivers and myſelf ſhall be there to 
ſee no harm happens to them; and if you 
will join the party, madam, we ſhall be 
very happy in your company; but it is only 
on theſe conditions I can allow my neices 
to drink tea with you to-morrow.” All 


awaiting her anſwer in ſilent expectation— 
«You are very good, fir,” faid ſhe, * and 
I am ſure my girls are much obliged to 
you, though they do not ſeem to think it 
neceſſary to ſay ſo “ O yes, mama, in- 
deed we do,” they all exelaimed at once, 
« but we were ſo afraid you would not con- 
- | ſent, that we really could not ſpeak.” - 
* You will, I hope, ma'am,” ſaid Miſs Ri- 
"ns | _ + 5 
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vers; my uncle is ſo good as to think it 
would give us more pleaſure, if the Miſs 
Nelſon's were of the party, and I am ſure 
he judges right.“ I certainly can have no 
objeQion,” faid Mrs. Nelſon, * and though 
Mary is under the age I have ſaid my chil- 
to dren ſhould be, before I allowed them to 
youll partake of ſuch amuſements, yet on this 

be occaſion, and at Mr. Rivers's particular re- 
ly queſt, I conſent.“— “ Thank ye, thank 
des ye,” re- echoed round the room, and the 
Ai girls were not more delighted than the old 
nd WF gentleman, who congratulated them and 
— & himſelf on the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, and at 
nd WF parting, told them to think of foe elſe 


to till the time came. 
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by . cc 8 ee here, with all the tricks ” 
« That idleneſs has ever yet contriv'd ſu 

66 To fill 52 void 11 an unfurniſh'd brain. r 

| CowPER, fi 

1 e . U 

H E next day, the Miſs Rivers's with WW . 

their mama drank tea with them, and fa n 
delighted were they with the thought of t 
the following evening, and in talking of N 
the Cure for the Heart-Ach, which was ta i ; 

be the play, and the Children in the Wood, WW . 
that the Miſs Nelſons almoſt forgot it Ml 
was neceſſary to entertain their viſitors any : 
other way. After tea, they introduced lit- 

| tle George to them, who was now much iſ 1 
more with the ſervants than at firſt; as i . 
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Mrs. Nelſon found he ade "_ young peo 

inattentive to any thing but bimſelf, 

whilſt in the parlour ; but as ſoon as their 

various occupations were over, they were 

allowed to ſend for the child, and with 

whom they amuſed themſelves all their lei- 

ſure time; he could already walk round the 

room, with the help of the chairs, and would 

. WE fit for an hour on the carpet, where Charles 
was always happy to amuſe him: the whole 
family were extremely fond of him, and he 

h returned all their careſſes. with good hu- 

mour. You never knew ſuch a ſweet-! 

f tempered child,” ſaid Jane, to Miſs Rivers, 

a as he ſat on that young lady's knee; and” 

2 If do, you know, though Charles often takes 

„ away his marbles” from him, he never 

it cries.“ „ You need not ſay I take the 

7 marbles away from him, Miſs Jane,” ſaid 

ber brother, « for T am ſure I never did 

h but once, and I would give him all Ihaveg”> : / 

5 i added he, kiſſing his cheek. „I dare"ſay? » 
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you would, my Jear,” faid Miſs Rivers, and 
no doubt you ate both very good to the poor 
little fellow, for you know he is put under 
your protection.“ „ think,” ſaid Jane, 
who felt her conſequence increaſe on hear- 
ing this, * he looks ſleepy, I'll ring the bell 
for Ann; to whom on her appearing he 
Held out his hands, in token of a wiſh to go. 
As they left the room, Mr. Nelſon met 
. them, whom the child immediately knew, 
and endeavoured to attract his notice: he 
did not paſs him without a kiſs, and the girls 
were delighted to obſerye their father ſo fond 
of him. The evening paſſed in the ſame 
manner, as at Miſs Rivers's; and on thoſe 
ladies taking their leave, mutual injunc- 
tions were given not to be too late the next 
night, when they were all to meet at Mr. 
Rivers's, by that gentleman's defire, and 
from thence proceed to the theatre, in two 
= coaches, Oh, I wiſh the time was 
= comme,” ſaid Caroline, as ſhe came down 
* ſtairs, 
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airs, the next morning, but Mary -was 
ore anxious to know what ſhe ſhould 
ear: People dreſs very ſmart to go 40 
he play, don't they, mama?” enquired ſhe. _ 
© You will not,” anſwered Mrs. Nelſon; 
as you are both rather ſhort of your age, 
you and Caroline may go as children, and 
harlette, I believe, will wear only a piece 
pf ribbon through her hair.” «Dear !” ſaid 
Mary, if I was her, I would put a 
reath of flowers round my head, I hear 
they are very much worn.” * And pray 
ho told you ſo?” enquired her mother. 
© Why Mr. Le Motte, our dancing-maſter, 
rho ſays all his ladies wear them on public 
days!” Mrs. Nelſon ſmiled, when ſhe 
heard from whom Mary took her idea of 
faſhion, and faid, I think, as none of you 
go to ſhew yourſelves, but to ſee the play, 
It will be time enough to dreſs, when you 
have been there ſo often as to feel no en- 
crtainment from the age; at pteſent 1 
; % 
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| ſhould think the leaſt incumbrance of 
finery weuld be beſt, which would only 
take off your attention.” The buſineſs 
of the morning could ſcarcely be at- 
tended to, nor did their maſters wonder 
at it, when Mrs. Nelſon told them by way 
of apology, for what was ſo unuſual, that 
they were going to a play that evening for 
the firſt time. Jane wiſhed ſhe had been 
old enough to have gone, but never once 
aſked her mama to take her; at her age ſhe 
concluded that was impoſſible; and as Mrs. 
Rivers had invited her to ſpend part of the 
evening with her youngeſt daughter, ſhe 
did not ſo much mind it we ſhall have a 
. - play of our own,” faid ſhe, as ſhe went 
up ftairs to be dreſſed; but, alas! poor 
Jane, had not her mama taken compaſſion 
on her, and tied on her muſlin frock, muſt 
have gone in her morning one, for her 
" ſiſters had fo fully engaged the maid, that 
ſhe could get nothing done by her, as they If ap 
oa had 
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of had dined "Ins. there was no time to be | 
ny ooſt; this was what Charlotte repeated: many 
eis times to Anne, and then the voices of all 


were heard at once, © tie my frock pray 
tie my ſhoes. Oh, do tie my ſaſh, there's 4 
ay good Anne. What ſhall I do! pray, dear 
at Wl Anne, come here, I have got this ſtring in 
or Wl a knot, and you know I am fo flow, that 
en I am always behind hand,” This was 
ce their converſation the hour they were dreſs. 
he ing, and when Caroline was ready, «I do 
s. believe,” ſaid ſhe, «I ſhall enjoy this even- 

he Wing very much, though I have thought of 
he it ſo long; but I haye heard many people 
a Way, what they have depended on to afford 
nt i them pleaſure, they are in general diſap- 
or ¶ pointed in.” Ah,“ retorted Mary with 
quickneſs, * don't let us have any of your 

moralizing remarks, we are going to be , 
happy, a'n't we? and what ſhould hinder 
us f? —< Nothing ;? ſaid Caroline, yet ſhe 
appeared hurt at her ſiſter's anſwer, and 
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already looked as if ſhe was not fo. Charlotte 
appeared diſpleaſed, and faid, © fie, Mary, 
your joy need not make you ill-natured or 
impertinent ; what Caroline ſaid was very 
true, and you may experience it before it is 
long. I did not mean to be either,“ 
anſwered Mary, © but for Caroline to fay, 
that many people had been diſappointed 
when they expected pleaſure, made me 
think, I might perhaps be ſo; and that idea 
had never once entered my head, and I did 
not like it ſhould now; but I am ſorry for 
it,” added ſhe, © and hope Caroline wil] 
forgive me:“ who, on her extending her 
hand, received it with great good humour, 
ſaying, © indeed Mary IT think nothing 
about it,” At this moment their mother 
entered the room, and Jane with her in 
high ſpirits—< See,” ſaid ſhe, © you have 
only had the maid to dreſs you; and mama 
has put on my frock : am not I honoured?” 
. 6 N ” faid Charlotte, “ you have 
| reaſon 


EASON HOUSE. WEED 
— — 


tt >.< WAS) MU ue — — 


Ex be proud ; for it is a great While 
ince mama has dreſſed either of us.” D 
you think this ribbon round my waiſt clean 
-nough, mama?” - aſked Mary, as ſhe once 
ore viewed herſelf in the glaſs. « Quite ;? | 
anſwered Mrs. Nelſon, «for, moſt proba» 
bly, no one will ſee you have a ribbon on · 


A and then inviting them to tea, ſhe went 
el on ſtairs, whither they preſently fol- 


lowed. We have only to regret,” ſaid 
Caroline, « that my father cannot OA 


pany us . 
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46 Steals &er the cheek, or elſe the comic muſe + 
% Holds to the world a picture of itſelt. hi 
92 THOMPSON. pl; 
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N their arrival at the theatre, they 
fancied themſelves in a new world; the 
lights, muſic, and brilliancy of the com- Ian 
pany, aſtoniſhed all the young ones; and Nat 
Mr. and Mrs. Rivers, and Mrs. Nelſon, u 


equally enjoyed their ſurpriſe: the play was Ig. 
not began, and they had ſufficient time to W,,. 
make their remarks before the curtain drew 
up. © What a number of people, mama!” W., 
faid Mary, when ſhe had a little recovered 
herſelf; “ had no idea the houſe was fo Wc. 

large: 
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arge: is it as full as this Ne night? how 
happy theſe ladies muſt be to come ſo of- 
en. — Not half ſo happy as we are“ 
aid Miſs Rivers, who were never here 
before. The company in the other boxes 
o attracted their attention : * how - 
harming !”. repeated Mary, „ hope the 
play won't begin yet, that I may have + 
ime to admire all I ſee;” while the 
hree eldeſt were attentively liſtening ta a 
piece of muſic they had often played them- 
ſelves,” and were ſtruck with the difference 
of the harmony, when performed by a band 
and on a ſingle inftrument. The curtain 
at length drew up, and the attention of the 
whole party was immediately fixed on the 
ſtage; they no longer thought of any 
thing but the performers, nor did their eyes — 
wander as before in queſt of amuſement; 
they found enough to intereſt them in the 
performance, which was ſo new to them. 
Have I not reaſon, faid Mrs. Nelſon to 
I INE her 
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my family to partake of this entertainment 
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her friend, as ſne remarked their attention, 
“to applaud my reſolution in not ſuffering 


ww, Aa 


at an earlier age; had they been brought 
here when children, this play would not 
have intereſted them half ſ much as now, 
nor would they evet feel ſo much pleaſure 
from one.” - « You were quite right, 
ſaid Mrs, Rivers, “people certainly muſt 
enjoy a thing better that they underſtand; 
and a play, I'think, -can hardly be- intelli- 
gible to a child; yet, after having been 
amuſed at that age with the ſcenery, one is 
apt to think more of that than the plot of 
the play when older.“ Between the acts, 
the young people could ſay but little to each 
other, their thoughts were entirely en- 
groſſed by what they had ſeen, and till the 
piece ended they could not ſpeak ; then all 
were ſorry it was over, it was ſo pretty, 
yet they were. pleaſed it ended happily. 
4 think, mama, ſaid Caroline, we 
29 | | cannot 
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the concluſion of the entertainment, which 
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ſee a play for the firſt time in London; here 
we have the advantage of ſeeing the beſt 
and we cannot ſhew our igno- 
rance in admiring what is not worthy of 
it” When the after-piece began, they 
thought no more of the play, and the ſor- 
rows of the innocent Children in the Wood 
attraed all their pity; when they were at 
laſt reſtored to their parents, and the wor- 
thy Walter and Joſephine made happy, they 
wiped the tears, which, in ſpite of their 
efforts to prevent it, trickled down their 
cheeks: Caroline was the only one who 
did not weep; their griefs ſeemed to have 
made too great an impreflion on her, but 
{he readily joined in the ſmile when their 
happineſs was complete, and their united 
thanks were offered to Mr. Rivers for the 
pleaſure he had procured them. A great 
part of the company left the houſe before 
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is the general cuſtom, but he ſeeing them 
ſo intereſted in it, would not order their 
carriages to draw up till it was quite 
finiſhed:— No, no,“ ſaid he, I do not 
like to go away myſelf without knowing 
the end of every thing; and as the girls 
were never here before, they ſhall ſtay as 
long as they like.“ On their return home, 
he inſiſted on their going firſt into his 
houſe, and on Mrs. Nelſon's attempting to 
| ſpeak, he added—< you know, madam, I 
am governor to-night, and for once, I will 
have my way with your young people as 
well as my own:* They therefore alight- 
ed at his door, and on entering, the parlour, 
were ſurpriſed with the agreable fight of 
the table ſpread with" biſcuits, lemonade, 
Kc. I thought,“ faid he, « we ſhould be 
thirſty, ſo I ordered ſome refreſhments to 
be procured; and now girls take what you 
like; I have no notion of, not ending the 
eyening mann, Mrs. Nelſon joined 

With 
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with her daughters in thanking him for 
his attention, and the young ladies gladly 
partook of what he offered. I declare,” 
ſaid Miſs Rivers, „I was never ſo happy 
in my life, and I think, my dear uncle, I 
ſhall never forget how much I am obliged 
o you.” The Miſs Nelſon's again wiſhed 
> thank him, but he prevented their 
peaking, by, ſaying, „I beg I may hear 
o more of theſe fine ſpeeches, young ladies 
I did it as much to pleaſe myſelf as you, 
and if you keep repeating the ſame thing 
dyer and over again, you ſhall go off the 
age.“ That,“ faid Mrs. Nelſon ſmil- 
ng, «I think we muſt do very ſoon, or 


ave been too much uſed to ſpeak what we 
hink, to act the parts you aſſign us well.“ 
After they had drank a few glaſſes of le- 
onade, and expreſſed their approbation 
df the different performers, their carriage 
vas again ordered, and they arrived ſafe at 
home; 


{ 
2 
% 


either of us ſhall help tranſgrefling ; we 
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| home; ; there they had to recount all they 
had ſeen to their father, who was delighted 
with their happineſs, and ſincerely wiſhed 
be could have been * them. 
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CHAP. VI, 


— Now from the town, 
Buried in ſmoke, and fleep, and noiſome damps z 
Oft” let me wander o'er the dewy fields 
Where freſkneſs breathes. 


| Tr0MP3ON. 
—  =__ 


HE next morning, Mr. Nelſon aſked 
is family when they were aſſembled at 
reakfaſt, if the pleaſure of the laſt evening 
ad damped their deſire of going into the 
ountry : = Oh no, papa;” anſwered Char- 
otte, “ not at all, we are ſtill as anxious 
d go, and hope ſoon to be told to prepare 
or our journey.” —©I was talking of it 
is morning,” ſaid Caroline, and though, 
, I ts 
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to be ſure, laſt night when I was at the 
play, I thought I ſhould never deſire to leave 
the only place where I could partake of 
' ſuch pleaſure; I now feel as anxious as 
ever to go, for I know very well we can- 
not go to a- play often.“ And in the 
country,” ſaid her mother, your plea- 
ſures are all from yourſelves, you are not 
_ obliged to apply to others for amuſement; 
it is always to be found if you chuſe to 
make the application, and independence is 
one of the advantages of the country,” — 
« Well,” ſaid Mr. Nelſon, «© you may all 
ſoon experience it, for next Monday is the 
day I have fixed to be at Eaſon Houſe.” 
The children clapped their hands for joy, 
and nothing was'to be heard of till che day 
arrived but packing up clothes, books, and 
' muſic; their inſtruments were alſo to be 
ſent, though others their father ſaid were 
already in the houſe.—“ But, then,” added 
be, © you may often play together; and 
3 | 1 with 
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with my flute, we. may "hs raiſe a cons 
ert,”—< How charming!” ſaid Charlotte, 
© and with the addition of mama's voice, and 
roline's, it will not be contemptible.”. 
Joy ſparkled in all their eyes, when they 
got into the carriages which were to convey 
hem from London, Mrs Nelfon and three 
of her daughters occupied the coach, and 
ometimes their father, though he perform-. \ 
xd moſt of the journey on horſeback : the 
other children went with Anne and their 
ittle foundling in an hired chaiſe; one 
all Wervant attended his maſter on horſeback, 
he che reſt were ſent by the public ſtages, 
 Wwrhich are continually running from London 
„ Brighton; and were already in th 
ay Mouſe, as they travelled poſt. They had not 
1d ime to make obſervations on any town 
be Mebey paſſed through, except on its appear- 
ance, and this they could not much admire, 
as they had ſpent all their lives in the me- 
tropolis; they were only ſtruck with the 
comparative 


/ 


S - faw: at the inn they ſtopped to dine at, 


which I wanted to talk to you about, and 
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comparative ſmallneſs of every place they fa 


they were joined by the party in the chaiſe ; Wh” 
both the little boys had ſlept great part of Wi" 
the way, for they were taken up ſo early, 
that it had broken their night's reſt, « Oh, 
mama,” ſaid Jane, you cannot think how 
I wiſhed to be with you in the coach, for I 
ſaw ſo many pretty things in the road, 


ſo many fine houſes, and you, I dare ſay, 
could have told me who lived in them all; 
and then ſuch a number of horſes and cows 
in the fields, but I dared not ſpeak a word 
for fear of waking the children, Anne ſaid.” 
My dear,” ſaid Mrs. Nelſon, © you 
| ſeem determined to make up for your ſilence 
in the chaiſe by talking now ; but, do you 
not ſuppoſe we ſaw the ſame pretty things, 
as you call them, who came the ſame road.” 
«Yes, mama,” anſwered: Jane, « but you 
could ſpeak of them directly. And you,” 
| ſaid 


* 
* 


lid 
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faid her father, as he took her on his knee, 
« had hoarded up all- your remarks till 
your meeting, and now, your mama will 
not let you publiſh them: cruel] woman 
but ſee,” added he, pointing to the table, 
on which was juſt placed as good a dinner 
as they could expect to meet with on ſo 
ſhort a notice, & here is ſomething which 
will employ you better, and of which no 
one will wiſh to deprive you.” The no- 
yelty of the entertainment to the younger 
ones, together with the hunger their jour- 
ney had occaſioned, made them think it a 
charming meal. I declare,” ſaid. Mary, 
te it is very good of theſe people to allow us 
a room to ſit in, and victuals to eat, with- 
out partaking of it themſelves; for though 
they are paid for it, as it is their own; they 
have a right to any room in the houſe: 
I wonder whether they do not ſometimes 
wiſh to eat a bit with their gueſts, after 

3 they 
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they have been at the trouble of providing 
for them. Perhaps they may,” ſaid her 
father, though they generally live very 
well, and now travelling is ſo much in 
faſhion, I ſhould ſuppoſe the inn-keepers 
muſt make a great deal of money, yet ! 
think of all employments, their's is the 
moſt diſagreeable, and deſerves a recom- 
pence.” After eating an haſty, meal, they 
returned to their carriages: «IT am ſure,” 
ſaid Charles, as the footman lifted him into 
the chaiſe, I ſhall not ſleep now.” Mary 
took Jane's place as her .companion, and 
ſhe gladly went to the coach. The idea 
of being ſo much nearer their journey's end 
raiſed all their ſpirits, and as they were 
exprefling their different ideas of Eaſon 
, Houſe, and the pleaſure to be enjoyed 
there, Mrs. Nelſon ſaid, *< your conver- 
ſation reminds me of a piece of poetry 1 
learned when young, called Caſtle Build- 


ing. 
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ng.”—< O, do repeat it, mama,” ſaid Char- 
Jotte, and on the other's joining in the re- 
eſt, ſhe complied as follows: * 


CASTLE BUILDING, 
| an ELEGY. | 


. 


oddeſs of golden dreams, whoſe magic power 
Sheds ſmiles of Joy o'er miſery's haggard face 


ey Aud laviſh ſtrews the viſionary flower, 
e, To deck life's dreary path with tranſient grace. 
nto By woo thee, fancy, from thy fairy cell, 


Where midſt the endleſs woes of human kind, 
rapt in ideal bliſs, thou loy'ft todwell, 
And ſport in happier regions unconfin d. 


Deep ſunk, O goddeſs, in thy pleaſing trance, 
Oft' let me ſeek yon low ſequeſter'd vale, 

here wiſdom's ſelf ſhall ſteal a ſidelong glance, 
And ſmile contempt, but liſten to thy tale, 


Be their's to ſearch where cluſt'ring roſes grow, 
Touching each ſha p thorn's you to prove ow 

7 I keen; 

14. Be mine to trace their beauties as Ws blow; 

„And catch their fragrance where they bluſh unſeen. 


F3 | Haply 
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Haply my path may lie thro” barren vales, 
Where niggard fortune all her ſweets denies z 

E'en there ſhall fancy ſcent the ambient gales, 
And ſcatter flow'rets of a thouſand dies. 


Nor let the worldling ſcoff: be his the taſk _ 
To form deep ſchemes, and mourn his hopes 
betray'd 3-027 5, 
Be mine to"range unſeen, tis all I aſk, 
And form new worlds beneath the filent ſhade. 


I ſee, ens „the gay conceptions riſe, | 
My harveſt ripen, and my white flecks thrive; 
And ill as fancy pours her large ſupplies, 
I taſte the god-like happineſs to give. 


To raiſe up medeſt merit from the ground, 
And ſend the unhappy ſmiling from my door, 
To ſpread content and happineſs around, 
And banquet on the bleſſings of the poor. 


To join the artleſs maid, and honeſt ſwain, 
Where fortune rudely bars the way to joy; 
To eaſe the tender mother's heartfelt pain, 


And guard with fot'ring hands her darling boy. i 1 


To check the patient widow's deep-fetch'd ſighs, 
And ſhield her infant from the north blaſt rude; | 
To bid the ſweetly gliſt'ning tear ariſe, | 


Which ſwims in the glad eye of gratitude. 
Delicious 


pes 


Nas 
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5 licious dream! how oft' beneath thy power, 
Thus light'ning the fad load of other's woe; 
ſteal from rigid fate one happy hour, 

Nor feel I want the pity I beſtow. + 


delicious dream! how often doſt thon give 

A gleam of bliſs, which truth would but deſtroy ; 
ft' doſt thou bid my drooping heart revive, | 
And catch one cheerful tranſient. glimpſe of Joy- 


, but for thee, the heavy hand of care 
re this, had mark d with tears my furrow'd 
cheek; © 


ong ſince the thiv'ring graſp of cold deſpair, 
Had chill'd my heart, and wage it howto 1 


dh, 8 fancy, and with lenient hand 


Dry my moiſt cheek, and ſmooth my furrow'd 
brow: 


ear me o'er ſmiling tracks of fairy land, 
And give me more than fortune can beſtow, 


ixt are her boons, and chequer'd all with a, 

Her ſmiles, the ſun-ſhine of an April morn : 

The chearleſs valley ſkirts the gilded hill, 
And latent ſtorms in ev'ry gale are borne. 


Give 


55 EASON HOUSE, 


; * 


—— * 
* 


Give me thy joy which ſickens not the heart, 

Give me thy wealth which has no wings to fly, 

C ve me the pride thy honours can impart, 
Thy friendſhip give me, warm in poverty. 


Give me a wiſh, the worldling may deride, 
The fool may cenſure, and the proud may hate, 
Wrapt in thy dreams to lay the world afide, 
And ſnatch a lic beyond the reach of fate. 


They ſtopped not the reſt of the journey 
but to change horſes, and late in the eve 
ing arrived at Eaſon Houſe. As they drow 
through the paddock which ſurrounded i 
every heart beat with expectation, and eac! 
head was bent towards the window, that 
they might catch the firſt glance of the 
building: the lateneſs of the evening pte. Nis 
vented their having a very clear view, but. 
what they did ſee they were all diſpoſed to. 
admire, and as Caroline caſt her eyes tog. 
the top of the Downs, near the foot offi. 
which I have before. ſaid it ſtood, ſhe pic- 
tured to herſelf the charming proſpect to 

| be 
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> ſeen from thence.— Dear mama,” ſaid 
ane, 4 ſhall we be ever able to elimb to 
he top of that hill? I never ſaw one fo high 
fore.” —“ J hope we ſhall, my love, 
aid her mother, © and the extenſive view 
e ſhall command when there, will amply 
eward' us for the trouble.” A ſtop was 
ut to their converſation by their arriving 
t the door; the ſervants appeared, and 
r. Nelſon handed his wife and children 
to the hall, where a cheerful fire blazed 
on the hearth, and which, though it was in 
e month of May, they were not ſorry to 
dehold. Joy beamed in the countenances of 
he whole family; even Charles rouſed from 
is ſleepy fit, which, in ſpite of his boaſt, had 
dyertaken him long before they reached their 
deſtination, and congratulated himfelf and 
iſters on their arrival: ſupper was ſpread for 
hem in the parlour, and Charles partook 
of it, while little George was taken care 
of by Anne; the young ones, howevox, 
| were 


ly, 
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were not ſorry when ſhe came to know i 
id they were diſpoſed for bed, and thouy 
S : Charlotte and Caroline would have gon 
over the houſe that night, they followe 
their mother's advice, and retired ſoon afte 
to reſt, „I muſt look out of window, 
ſaid Charlotte when in her room, and the 
both flew to it“ it looks to the garden, 
faid ſhe; “ how much better than the nun 
ber of houſes we uſed to ſee from our cham 
ber in town.” — I wiſh it was morning, 
faid Caroline, © that we might run out i 
it; if ever I come to a new houſe again, 
added ſhe, .I hope our arrival will be is 
the morning, that we may have time to ſet 
every room in it before I go to bed,” “ 
am not at all diſpoſed to ſleep,” ſaid Char 
lotte, © but in compaſſion to Anne, w 
will get into bed, for I ſee ſhe is tired.” 
cc Indeed I am, ma'am,” ſaid ſhe, © for 


| have had the little boy in my arms all day; 
but,” added ſhe fighing, “I ſuppoſe I ſhall 
F w not 


* 
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dt long have him to nurſe, a dear little 
eature, and that is the only reaſon [ am 
ry we are come into the countgy.“ After 

ung ber ſhe was his beſt friend, Char- 
tte wiſhed her a good night, and deſired 
r to call them up very early the next 


orning. 


CHAP. 
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— Together let us tread 
« The morning dews, and gather in their prime 
6 Freſh-blooming flowers. . 


"THOMPSON, 


Conrrany to the uſual cuſtom, the 
young ones awoke Anne, and begged to be 
dreſt, that they might go down ſtairs ; their 
fiſter's impatience rouſed Charlotte and Ca- 
roline, and they all met on the ſtair-caſe. 
« We will not open any of the rooms 
above,” ſaid Charlotte, „ leſt we ſhould 
_ diſturb papa and mama; let us go into the 
garden.“ When they were down ſtairs, 
they were met by the houſemaid, who was 


preparing 


1 


ON, 


the 
be 
leir 
Ca- 
aſe. 
ms 
uld 
the 
zirs, 
was 
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preparing the - parlour. for their reception; 
of her they enquired the way to the garden, 
and they were delighted on entering it; the 
flowers were almoſt in full bloom, and the 
air was ſcented with the lilies of the valley, 
of which there was a large bed at the en- 
trance. See,“ ſaid Charlotte, could we 
have any idea of the beauty of flowers in = 
London? To be ſure, thoſe we uſed to buy in, 
Covent Garden were pretty, but theſe are 
far ſuperior, and we may enjoy them at any 
time.“ „May I gather one roſe?” ſaid - 
Jane, «I don't think I ever had one in my 
boſom. before, added ſhe, as ſhe tucked it 
into her belt. We may all have one,” 
ſaid Mary, and diſtributed ſome to her elder 
ſiſters, who had arm-in-arm walked down 
the garden: what can be the reaſon,” ſaid 
Caroline, as they traverſed the different 
walks, “ that I feel ready to cry, at the 
ſight of all theſe charms? It is not that I 
am Ro with them, for I think I was 
G never 
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never in a ſweeter pe. « Ie is qrat 
tude,” anſwered Charlotte «you feel a 
pleaſing ſenſation, though it diſpoſes you 
more to tears than mirth : this being to us 
quite a new ſituation, the ſight of nature in 
ſo much beauty, charms us more than thoſe 
who have been uſed to behold it all their 
lives, and perhaps this may be the only time 
we ſhall feel it ſo forcibly; a few more 
morning's walks and we may forget the 
beauties of it.” © No, no,” ſaid Caroline, 
« hope we never ſhall, are we ever to 
forget to be grateful? To be thankful you 

- know is what our good mother teaches us 
daily, and in ſuch a place as this, is it poſ- 
ſible we ſhould not profit by thoſe inſtruc- 
tions?“ They now ſaw their father at a diſ. 
tance, with one of the little ones in each 
hand, and Mary with them, whom they ad- 
vanced to meet: Do you know,” ſaid 
Jane, running to her ſiſters, “ that there is 
another garden beyond this, and all round 
that 
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field; on the other ſide of the ha-ha 
here is the ſweeteſt walk! it is "a ſhrub- 
„and that little rivulet runs acroſs it, 
id there is a wooden bridge over it.” She 
7as continuing her deſcription, when her 
er came up: „Well girls,” ſaid he, «I 
ed not aſk you how you like this place, I 
de by the faces of all, that you are pleaſed 
with it.“ < Who could be otherwiſe,” ſaid 
harlotte, preſſing his hand? «how. many 
imes muſt we thank you, my dear father, 
or procuring us all this pleaſure?” “I am 
zpy .it has been in my power,” faid he, 
ith an affectionate look, © but now let us 
o in to your mother, who is waiting 
dreakfaſt for us.” They all returned to the 
* and Caroline carried a toſe, which 
laid on the table before Mrs. Nelſon, 
8 * ” ſaid ſhe, e have all gathered one, 
y dear mother, and I hope you will not 
de angry; but they were ſo tempting and 
n that I determined you ſhould 
| G2 have 
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have one too.” Her mother ſmiled, an 
told her, © roſes were not quite of ſuch yz 
lue there as in London, though much mor 
beautiful; you have my permiſſion,” addet 
ſhe, to gather as many as you like, and] 
thank you for this mark of attention.“ Af. 
ter they had breakfaſted, the whole party 
proceeded: to examine the houſe, and afte 
going through every room, returned-to the 
parlour, equally ſatisfied, and each madd 
happy, by obſerving a- variety of books 
packed in the library, which Mr, Nelſon 
had ſent from London, before his departure 
« 'To-morrow morning,” ſaid he to his 
daughters, „ muſt beg your aſſiſtance it 
placing theſe books in proper order; thoſe 
belonging to you J ſhall conſign to you 
room,“ which was a back parlour, an 
| where the buſineſs of the morning was to 
go on, as in London. In the courſe of the 
next day they walked to a cottage, on the 


0 of * paddock, and where Mr. Nelſonſ vi. 
meant 
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a eant to ſettle the gardener, who had been 
vr mployed by the former proprietor of the 
ore uſe, in that office, though he then lived. 
Gl Fl a village the other fide of the hill. This 
1d [an had married a ſervant of Mrs. Nelſon's 


AlSWnany years before, and they were glad to 
nd people they knew fo well to inhabit 
fte 


t: © here it is,” faid Mrs, Nelſon, as they 
ere returning home, I mean to fix our 
ittle George, at leaſt till he is old enough 
o learn ſomething : you will not regret his 
eaving us, when at fo ſhort a diſtance!” 
J am afraid,” ſaid Charlotte, “ he is now 
o fond of Anne, that he will not be happy 
at firſt;ꝰ ( but if Mrs. Cecil behaves kindly 
o him,“ ſaid her mother, „which I have 
o doubt ſhe will, he will ſoon be recon- 
led to the change.” O mama?” ſaid 
ane, who was running on before, (who 
could ſet this flower in a field? only look 
at it, and how ſweet it ſmells.” «It is a + 
violet,“ anfwered Mrs. Nelſon; a com- 
Q 3 | mon 
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mon flower, though ſo very beautiful; do 
you not remember the hymn of Mrs. Bar. Wha 
bauld's you learnt the other day? —* Theſe 
flowers are a part of God's works, and a 

little portion of his wonders ' = cannot 
you recollec̃t it? My memory is better than 
yours, I believe, ſhe continues thus —*©look 
at the thorns that are white with bloſſoms, 
and the flowers that cover the fields, and the 
plants that are trodden in the green path; 
the hand of man hath not planted them, the 
ſower hath not ſcattered the ſeeds from his 
hand, nor the gardener digged a place for 
them with his ſpade.” Now mama,” faid 

Jane, « I very well remember it, it is a very 
pretty hymn, and if you pleaſe, I could re- 
peat all of it; and ſo it is God who has ſet 
theſe flowers here, how good he is!” © In 
this and a thouſand other inſtances,” conti- 
nued her mother, „we experience God's 
kindneſs, every field is like an open book, 
every painted flower hath a leflon written 
| on 
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on its leaves; they all ſpeak of him who 
made us; they all tell us he is very good: 
zod puts theſe beauties here to make it 
lleaſant to us, but innumerable are the bleſ- 
ings he daily beſtows on us, not only in 
iterally ſtrewing our path with flowers, 
ut in preſerving us from many hidden dan- 
gers. By this time they reached the houſe, 
nd their dinner was ready, to which they 
ll at down with good appetites and thank- 
ul hearts; after dinner, little George was 
rought in, and Caroline kiſſing him, as 
he placed him on her lap, ſaid, « Ah, my 
ittle fellow, we have this morning been to 
e your future habitation, and I hope you 
vill like it as well as we do.” The child 
miled in, her face, and held out his hands 
hat he might occupy Mr. Nelſon's knee, 
n one of which Charles was ſeated. He 
hall come,“ faid that benevolent man, and 
eceived him. with a kiſs ; the little boy 
zughed, and ſhared Charles's wine, who 

had 
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had fo many things to tell his father, of 
what he had ſeen after he left him, that no 
one except himſelf could ſpeak a word, © and 
there are ſome fowls, papa,” ſaid he, «1 
think Mary will like them, and ſome ducks, 
that go quack, quack, I don't like them at 
all; if I was mama, I would not keep 
them.“ Do you not recollect,“ ſaid Mrs, 
Nelſon, „what you thought ſo goed at 
dinner the day before we left London!“ 
« Yes,” faid he, &“ that was ducks, but not 
like thoſe naſty-ugly things in our yard.” 
„Well,“ ſaid his mother, © fome one may 
take it into their head not to admire you, 
for you are not very pretty,” added ſhe, 
«and ſhould you like your papa and me 
not to keep you, for that reaſon ?” No, to 
be ſure, mama; anſwered he, © but then 1 
am your own dear little Charles, and you 
love me dearly, I know.” „That I do, in- 
deed,” . ſaid his father, and could by no 
means part with you:“ Charles jumped 

down 
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down to kiſs his mother, ſaying, “ never 
mind it then, let the ducks ſtay, and I will 


— 
—— — — 
— . * 


nd rot find fault with them any more.” | The 
« 1 eirls ſoon aſked permiſſion to move, and | 
ks, harles offered to ſhew them * the poultry x 


yard, which when, they had. ſufficiently 
admired, they again joined their father and 
mother in the garden. 
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4 High ſunny ſummits, deeply ſhaded dales, 
Thick moſſy banks, and flow'ry winding vales, 
«With various proſpects gratify the ſight, 
« And ſcatter fix'd attention in delight.” 
5 PARNELL, 


\ 


A FTER they had completely ſettled 
their houſhold, which fully employed them 
the firſt week, the whole family, except 
the two little boys, aſcended the hill, one 
very fine morning. They were often obli- 
ged to reſt as they toiled up the height, and 

| while they were ſeated on ſome little hil- U. 
locks, with which the ſide of the downs are (it 
ſpread, Mrs. Nelſon repeated the follow- KK. 
ing lines, which they found truly exempli- 
"ch fied 
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d in their own ſenſations, when at the 


Not diſtant now, ye mountains! I admire 
Your form ſtupendous, but oft wiſh'd approach, 
Early, while yet the noiſeleſs village ſleeps : 
To gain your ſummit, ſeaſon fit to riſe 
Above the level plain, ſo high in air. 6 
No burning ſun now vapours grey exhales 
From humid meads, enveloping the view : 
No winds yon cottage chimney's curling ſmoak 
Diſperſe, or ſcarce diſturb | The ſlender ſteras 
Of hare-bells blue, are motionleſs and ſtill. 

"he thiſtle down aſſumes its filv'ry wing, 
As if towanton with the morning breeze, 
But to the ground unbuoyant ſoon deſcends : 
Tranquillity the elements peryades, 
And harmony the woods, No cloud obſcures 
The wide horizon's undulating line, 
Where join'd ſeem earth and _y Where azure 

miſt 

Veils the ſoft landſcape, melting into light! 
This winding path, cloſe cropt by nibbling ſheep, 
(Its end the ſummit i] now my ſteps purſue. 
Keep earthward bent the eye,—forbearance wiſe ; 
Diminiſhing by no impatient gane 


— 
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40 Almighty! thine, this univerſal fame. 
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« Its pleas'd aſtoniſhment, then ſudden burſts 
4 The full, the wide circumference on its view! 
«© When ſhall forbearance ceaſe ? my beating he: 
cc Pants like an eager ſteed for liberty, 
When ſounds the trump to ruſh into the war, 
« Now level treads the foot — the ſumimĩt's gained 
« Great God of Naturel Theſe thy gloriou 
works? 


At laſt they reached the 3 and 
great was the pleaſure of all, on beholding 
the extenſive proſpect from thence; the ſe 
appeared beautiful, as the ſun beams played 
on it, and many little veſſels were ſpreadiny 
their fails to the wind. What a gloriow 
ſight,” ſaid Charlotte, as ſhe caſt her eye 
towards the water“ can any thing be 
more worthy of admiration !”—< and thoſ 
who go to ſea,” ſaid Caroline, “ to have it 
always in their view, how charming!” «lt 
would be ſo,” ſaid her father, “ if alway 
like this, but you have read how changeable 
it is, though you have neyer ſeen it before! 

4 «Yes, 


nd Plymouth are the places to ſee men of 
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Yes,” ſaid Mary, 0 1 remomibis a fable 
my book to that purpoſe, of a ſhepherd . 
ho kept his flocks by the ſea-fide, and was 
mpted by the ſmoothneſs of its appearance 
leave his ſheep, and venture on it; but he 
on found its fickleneſs, and was glad to 
turn to his old employment.” «Very 
ell, Mary,” ſaid her mother, © you have- 
ven a very good account of that fable, 
d properly expreſſed yaur meaning.“ 1 
ink,” ſaid Charlote, I ſhould fear were 
in one of thoſe ſhips, but they are not ſo 
rge as I expected to ſee them.” V ou 
orget the diſtance you are from them,” 
uetCaroline; “ but are they what are 

leq men of war, papa?” added ſhe. O 
0!” anſwered Mr. Nelfon, “ thoſe are 
toftly little fiſhing ſmacks; no ſhips of 
rden, I believe;come here; but Portſmouth 


ar; in the courſe of the ſummer, if po 
ble, I will take you-and Charlotte to the 
H formep 


74 aso HOUSE. 


4< w—— — ' —— 


— _ — — — 


« former place, as I wiſh to ſhew my ch 
dren every thing worth their obſervation, 
“Thank you, my dear fir,” ſaid they, «i 
will give us great pleaſure,” © Look 
our houſe !” ſaid Mary, © how ſmall it loo 
from this place; I dare ſay Charles cannd 
ſee us from the parlour windows.“ It 

diſtance makes this change,” ſaid her 
ther, * and ſo it does in many other thing 
we conſider events we expect to be of mon 
conſequence than they really are, wha 
they happen!” „ And when, papa,” aſk 
Jane, © ſhall we go to Brighton? It ſeem 
to look pretty from hence, and ** f 
-rear the ſea, it muſt be very pleaſant 
& Not yet,” ſaid he; © when your or 
come home, perhaps .we may take a rid 
there, but we muſt reſerve ſome pleaſure: 
that they may partake with us.“ —« U 
doubtedly!” ſaid they all, and after takin 
another look all round, they left. the ſpd 
ow — charming, and deſcendet 
(4 whid 
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which en found: much. eaſier than the 
ralk up the hill. The next day the young 
zeople were not ſo fatigued with their walk, 
but that they would have renewed. it, had 
not their mother invited them to accom- 
pany her once more to the cottage :=* By 
this time,” ſaid ſhe, © I ſhould think Mrs. 
Carey is ſettled as well as ourſelves, and I 
with to talk to her of taking George, for he 
really begins to want more attendance than 
we can give him here in the country, 
where we have more to employ our ſer- 
vants.” As they went acroſs the paddock, 
they overtook. two pretty little girls, who 
mage them a curtley :—< What is your, 
name, my dears?” aſked Mrs. Nelſon— 
Carey, ma'am,” ſaid the eldeſt. - «© O ma- 
ma,” ſaid Mary, “I dare ſay they belong to 
the woman we are going to ſee !”, « Do 
you live at the cottage?” enquired her mo- 
ther.— c Ves, ma'am, we do now !” aid, 
they, but we uſed to live down, t 'other, 
H 2 ice 
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fide of the hill :? And which do you like 
beſt ?- Why to be ſure this is the beſt 
houſe, ma'am, and mother likes it beſt, but 
fornehow or other it is not ſo comfortable 
for we.” The eldeſt then checked her ſiſter, 
and dropping a low curtſey, ſaid, “I begy 
your pardon, ma'am, for being ſo bold, but 
F thinks you be Mrs. Nelſon, and indeed 
ma'am we be all much obliged to you for 
letting us live there; and if it was not ſo 
far to go to ſchool every day, ma'am, I am 
fure my ſiſter and I ſhould like it very 
much.” They were now near the cottage, 
and Mrs. Carey called from within it, 
&'Bleſs me, girls, come along, what a time 
you are! — who be talking to? I with 
you'd be a little quicker!” She then appear- 
et at the door, and on feeing Mrs. Nelſon 
begged | a thoufand pardons for calling 
out ſo: “ 1 am ſure ma'am, I could not 
think i it was you my girls were talking to, 
but they are ſo bold, that they don't mind 
| converſing 
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converſing with any body —'twas not ſo 
when I was young —I was fo ſhy I could 
hardly get a word out of my mouth.” The 
good woman appeared to have entirely loſt 
the ſilence of her youth, for ſhe would 
ſcarcely allow Mrs. Nelſon time to aſſure 
her the children had not behaved at all im- 
properly. When entering the room ſhe 
was pleaſed to ſee it furniſhed very neatly. 
«I ſee,” faid ſhe, © you have not loſt the 
love for neatneſs you had when a ſervant, 
Mrs. Carey, and yet with ſo large a family 
] ſhould think it would be difficult for you 
to be always nice.” Indeed I do find iz. fo, 
mam,” ſaid ſhe, curtſeying again, © but I 
makes my children as tidy as I can, and Bet 
there helps me very well in keeping things 
alittle in order; then I have two boys that 
are out at day-work for the farmers, but 
when they be at home I makes them work 
in the garden: do pleaſe to look out, ma' am, 
and {ge what a good piece of ground we 
1-1 H 3 have 
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have: got, which I dare ay the boys will 
keep in as good order as what we have 
left.” Then you like this ſituation very 
well!“ ſaid Mrs. Nelſon,—“ to be ſure ] 
do, ma'am,” ſaid ſhe—ET never lived 6 
comfortably before — do, ma'am, walk up 
ſtairs, and ſee what charming rooms we 
have—it is very lucky that we got ſettled, 
and put the things à little to rights, before 
you came - I am ſure I think myſelf a very 
happy woman, and hope my huſband will 
ſerve Mr. Nelſon as well as he did the other 
gentleman, for though I fays it myſelf, | 
do think he never got a word of complaint 
from him all the time he was his gardener, 
and that's a pretty many years, almoſt ever 
ſince we were married, and we ean't be too 
thenkful to you, ma'am, for ſpeaking for us 
to live in this cottage; but how I keeps 
talking, and yet I be fo happy I don't know 
how to ſay enough.” When they were 
once more down ſtairs, Mrs. Nelſon en- 
v4 | quixed 


young ladies took their leave. When they © 
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quired where the children went to ſchook— 
“O ma'am, in the village where we lived, 
before,” anſwered ſhe, for my huſband 
likes they ſhould have a little learning.“ 
«But” ſaid Mrs, Nelſon, “ it is a great way 
for them to walk! “ What does that ſig- 
nify, ma'am, they carries their dinner along 
with them -I don't have any notion of 
their being fo very delicate, and I dare ſay 
when they goes out to ſervice they will be 
more upon their feet.” Mrs. Nelſon then 
aſked her if ſhe ſhould like an addition to 
er family, and mentioned the child ſhe 
riſhed her to have the care of ;z—to this 
Mrs. Carey made no objection, but ſaid it 
would be company for her, when her girls 
were at ſchool.” — The terms were ſoon 
agreed on, and after giving her and her fa- 
mily an invitation to dinner the next Sun- 
day, when ſhe might get a little acquainted 
with her charge, Mrs: Nelſon and the 


had 
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had got a little way from the houſe, Mary 
dxprefied her aſtoniſhment to find Mrs, 
Carey ſo odd a woman: and how faſt 
the talks; mama, added ſhe: “ That,“ ſaid 
der mother, was her only fault; but ſhe was 
an excellent ſervant; and if I did not know 
her to be very good-natured, I would not 
place our little George with her.“ When 
| the comes on Sunday, mama, faid Jane, 
« mayn't I aſk the little girls up ſtairs, and 
ſhew them my playthings? — Why | 
dont know, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. Nelſon, 1; 
«it may perhaps make them with for what T 
they would never have thought of.” “ But 
mama,” interrupted” Mary, © Jane and | 
have a great many playthings, and if you 
Hike, we will giye them ſome.” ce can have 
no objection to that,” anſwered ſhe ; © and 
Tt will make them very happy.” The two 
girls then walked on, to conſult on what 
they ſhould part with; and Mrs. Nelſon and 
her tio eldeſt daughters were loft in admi- 
| ration 


REASON HOUSE. 81 
ration of the fcene around them. How 
lovely the country is!” ſaid Charlotte, 
© every thing appears rejoicing -I don't 
now how to expreſs my happineſs!” «Does 
t not remind you of part of 'Thomſon's. 
Seaſons, we were reading laſt night?“ ſaid 
mother? can not you repeat a few 
f the lines?” „If I recolleR them right,“ 
uid Charlotte, they were theſe :?? 


— 


Reviving ſickneſs lifts her languid head; | 

Life flows afreſh, and young eye'd health exalte 

The whole creation round! Contentment walks 

The funny glade, and feels an inward bliſs | 

Spring o'er his mind, beyond the power of kings 

Ir. purchaſe! Pure ſerenity apace 

'0u WF Induces thought, and contemplation till : 

100 By ſwift degrees the love of nature works, 
And warms the boſom ; till at lat ſublim'd 

To rapture and enthuſiaſtic heat, 

wo BY We feel the preſent Deity, and taſte 

hat WE The joy of God, to ſee a happy world.“ 
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"uh it is indeed,” faid Mr. Nelſon, „ what il; 
every one muſt feel, on beholding ſo de-. te 
| ligbtful a proſpect, and I know not any poet, 8 
who ſo charmingly deſcribes the pleaſure u ir 
be enjoyed in the country, as Thomſon; re 
every line of the Seaſons, I think, is beauti. g. 
ful.“ They were now met by their father ip 

Who had, he told them, been riding over his 
grounds, and felt more than ever fatisfict 
with his purchaſe. If the girls are no 
tired,” added he, I ſhould like to ſhey 
them what I think they will be much pleaſe 
with.” — They were all eager to accom 
pany him, and declared they could walk 
far again: he then led them into the wood 
.and Mrs, Nelſon returned to the houſe. 


« What are we going to ſee, papa?“ aſkei th 
Jane, as ſhe ſkipped by his ſide - think i m 
is a fiſh pond!” He, ſmiling at her curl ar 
oſity, told her © not to be inquiſitive.” T 
Still none of the party could help guefling-MF it, 
one thought it might be a grotto—anotheil to 


tha 
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that it was a fountain: till at laſt they en- 
tered by a winding path, on a round plat of 
graſs, encircled by trees, and fullofflower- 
ing ſhrubs : roſes and honeyſuckles appeared 
ready to burſt their buds, and in the middle 
ſtood a ruſtic table: What a charming 
ſpot,” ſaid Charlotte, and Caroline was 
quite delighted what a nice place to bring 
our work or books to!” ſaid ſhe. © I wiſh 
mama had come with us, ſhe would have 
been ſo pleaſed,” Jane own'd that it was 
much prettier than a fiſh pond, and thanked 
her father for bringing them there. One 
day or other,” ſaid he, . we will drink tea 
here, and when your brothers come home, 
it will be quite a treat to them :”— And 
then,” ſaid Caroline, © the flowers will be 
more out:—ſee the lilac is in full bloom, 
and the liburnum is very near blowing.“ 
They left the place, equally charmed with 
it, and on their return, deſired their mother 
to go and ſee it the firſt opportunity, and 

| | then 
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then Charles begged to accompany them; 
« for I think it is rather hard,” added he, 
« that papa did not take me now Hit 
father made an apology for not doing ſo, 
and the affront poor Charles had received 
was ſoon forgot. | | 


CHAP. 


| EASQN- HOUSE, 85 


' CHAP, IX, 


« Friendſbip and Love, his cottage gueſts, receive 
him, f 
« With honeſt welcome, and a ſmile fincere? 
No threat'ning woes of preſent joys bereave him?! 
n W ; 
Liwes, 
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HE next Sunday, Mrs. Carey and 
her family came to dinner, all dreſſed in 
ir beſt clothes, and after uſing a few 
ind words, little George ſeemed very well 
inclined to go to her — She would not put 
bim off her lap the whole day; and when 
he wanted any thing, it all came through 
her hands, that before the evening he be- 
came quite ſociable with the good woman, 
her huſband he knew before, by having 


p. ofen ſeen him in the garden; and with the 
1 children 
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children he ſoon got acquainted ;—yet if he 
heard Anne's voice, his eyes involuntarily 
turned towards her, and had ſhe not ſup. 
preſſed the encouragement ſhe wiſhed to 
give him, he would have cried to go to her, 
After dinner, Mary and Jane took the little 
Careys to their play-room, which ſtruck 
them with aſtoniſhment, as they had never 
ſeen ſo many fine things before; and when 
Mary and her ſiſter preſented them with 


what they thought they could well ſpare, 0 
they were completely happy, and went. 
home full of the praiſes of the Miſs Nel. 2 
ſon's. In the evening, Mrs. Nelſon would be 
have thought it beſt for Mrs. Carey to take 4 
the little boy home with her, but the whole he 
family petitioned. ſo earneſtly for him to ſtay 


one night longer, and Anne quite wept at 
the thought of parting with him, that ſhelf” 
conſented for Mrs. Carey to come again in 
the morning for him.— I have not kiſſed 
him to-day,” ſaid Jane; “ and if I had 
1 nick | thought 
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thought of his nite, bo - I could met 
have let him ſtay ſo quietly down ſtairs,” — 
Remember,” ſaid Mrs. Nelſon, © he may 
often viſit us, when he is at the cottages 
and I beg that to-morrow when he leaves 
s, you will none of you let him ſee; your 
grief at the parting, or he will think ſome 
misfortune. is to happen to him, and Mrs. 
Carey will then find it hard to. reconcile 
him to the change.” All the girls went 
for the laſt time to ſee him put to-bed. 1 
hope,” ſaid Anne, as ſhe laid him down, 
e“ Mrs. Carey will behave kindly to bim, 
uu but J dare fay he will not have ſuch a nice 
1 bed to fleep on, and then if ſhe lays him 

down awake, it will make him cry ſo, to 

be in a ſtrange houſe—poor little fellow, I 

ſhould like to go with him.” They all 
Joined in wiſhing him to ſtay where he 

was, „but,“ ſaid Jane, © we could not part 

with you, Anne, indeed to loſe two fa- 

vourites would be very bad.” Anne then 
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opened the drawers, and after looking over 
all his clothes, and giving a ſigh to each 
piece, ſhe tied it up in a bundle, for Mrs 
Carey to take with her the next morning 
the young ladies returned to the parlour 
and after Charles was gone to-bed, Caroline 
repeated the following verſes to her mother, 
as they had now almoſt made it a conſtant 
rule to write ſome. little piece of poetry 
every evening. | 


- 


| THE GARLAND. 


THE pride of ev'ry grove I choſe ; 
The violet ſweet, and lily fair; 

The dappled pink, and bluſhing roſe, 
J To deck my charming Chloe's hair. 


At morn the nymph vouchſaf d to place 

Upon her brow the bluſhing wreath ; 
The flow*rs leſs blooming than her face; 
\ "The ſcent leſs fragrant than her breath. 


The flow'rs ſhe wore along the day; 
And ev'ry nymph and ſhepherd ſaid, 
That in her hair they look d more gay 
Than glowing in their native bed. 
1 Undreſt 
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Undreft at ev ning, when ſhe found , 
Their odours loſt, their colours paſt ; 

She changed her look, and on the ground 
_ © Her garland and her eye ſhe caſt. 


That eye dropp'd ſenſe Aiſtin and clear, 
As any muſe's tongue could ſpeak ;. 

When from its lid a pearly tear, | 
Ran trickling down her beauteous cheek. 


She ſigh'd, ſhe ſmil'd, and to the flow'rs 
Pointing, the lovely mor'liſt ſaid, 

© See friend, in ſome few fleeting hours, 
See yonder what a change is made, 


© Ah mel the blooming pride of may, 
And that of Beauty are but one : 

At morn both flouriſh bright and gay; 
Both fade at ev'ning, pale and gone, 


© At dawn poor Stella danc'd and ſung ; 
Th' admiring youths around her bow'd : 
At night her fatal knell was rung: 
1 faw and kiſs'd her in her ſhroud. 


e guch as ſhe'is who dy'd to-day ; © 
Such I, alas! may be to-morrow 

Go, Damon! bid thy muſe diſplay 

Tue juſtice of thy Chloe's ſorrow.” 
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The next morning according to appoint. 
ment, Mrs, Carey came, to whom, with 
ſtifled fighs and many kiſſes, Anne reſigned 
her little favourite; who not forgetting het 
kindneſs to him the day before, ſeemed to 
rejoice in again ſeeing her. Mrs. Nelſon 
had him into the parlour, and giving hin 
one kiſs, and allowing the girls-to do the 


O 
ſame, ſhe again repeated to Mrs. Carey A 
her dependance on her taking care of him: yo 


« That, ma'am,” ſaid the good woman, you at 
may be ſure of, and I aſſure you, all my yo 
children are glad he is coming among us; 1 
and my huſband ſays he ſhall love him as if tic 
he was one of his own.” She then took Ml w 
her leave, as the young ladies“ muſic-maſter {Ml if 
was arrived: their attention to him in 


ſome meaſure diſſipated their gloom, at lo- { 


ſing their little plaything, and after he had «; 

left them, the ſervant: brought a letter to 

Charlotte,-from Miſs Rivers, in anſwer to 

one ſhe had ſent her, ſoon after their arri- 1 
| " "164 
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val in the country: — this quite raiſed all 
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their ſpirits, and after a ſlight peruſal to 


herſelf, Charlotte read it GY was as 


follows. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

« WE were all very happy to 1 
your journey was ſo agreeable, and that 
you are ſo much pleaſed with your ſituation 
in the country; I aſſure you I thought of 
you at the time I ſuppoſed you would arrive 
at Eafon Houſe, and imagined how eager 
you would all be to catch the firſt glimpſe: 
I think you muſt, at the fight of the beau- 
ties of the country, feel as we did, when 


we went for the firſt time to the play; yet 
if poſſible, © your pleaſure muſt be now 


greater, becauſe you conſider it as to laſt 
ſo much longer :—this is what my mama 
fays, and I too well remember the happi- 
neſs I enjoyed in the country when younger 
not to agree with her. — We all feel your 
loſs 1 much, though Miſs Barham, who 


called 
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called here the other day, ſaid, when I la. 
mented your abſence, that ſhe thought loſing 
one family from town was nothing at all, 
there were ſo many to ſupply their loſs; but 
ſhe did not confider how few we viſit ; and 


| | none that we love equal to our dear Char. — 
lotte and Caroline. Anne deſires me to fay, _ 


the wax doll is very well, and ſends her love 
to your ſiſter Jane; and that the bonnet ſhe 
woas ſo good as to ſend her is ſtill the beſt, 
and will be fo till you return, which both 
the doll and its mother wiſh for very much; 
How does your little foundling do? By 
this time perhaps he has left you the coun- 
try air muſt, I think, make him look more 

' healthy than ever; and my dear Charles, 
does not he enjoy running about the nice 
gardens you teli me of? I cannot ſuppoſe 
but that all the family, even to the Canary 
bird, are pleaſed with the change; and yet 

I find it difficult not to lament it. London 
is growing quite diſagtecable — was not out 
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houſe in the ſquare, ent the en 
hind it, for a town one rather large, we 
ſhould not be able to ſupport the heat in the 
middle of ſummer;—you will find it warm 
in the country, and perhaps more fo'than 
you ever did here, though I dare ſay at th 
time you will ſcarcely believe me. Your 
brothers will ſoon be coming home to join 
your party; then how happy you will be! 
AI will endeavour to rejoice in your hap- 
pineſs, and not to regret you are in the only 
place where you could ſpend your time ſo 
pleaſantly.— I am obliged to conclude, but 
bope I thall hear again from you very ſoon. 
Mama writes to Mrs. Nelſon by this poſt: 
—we all unite in love to. you and your ſiſ- 
ters; and believe me, my dear Charlotte, 
Your affectionate friend, 
Ek. RIVERS,” 
The little boy found none but friends at 
the cottage—the girls, who did not go to 
ſenool that day, received him with great 
b . 
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entered. — Well, where's aur - liitl; 


ing to me of him, every time I have been 


child: then little maſter Charles came up 


added he, taking him in his arms, and 
giving him a hearty kiſs. —« Yes,” ſaid hs 
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joy: the eldeſt prepared his dinner for him, 
and before the evening he had entirely for. 
got his friends at Eaſon Houſe. When the 
boys came home from their work, he ſoon 
got acquainted with them; and appeared 
already as if he had been one of the family | 
a long time. Juſt as Mrs. Carey wa ani 
thinking of putting him to bed, her huſban the 


George,” ſaid he- poor Anne has been tall. 


in doors to-day; and if you believe me, 
thought ſhe wauld have cried after the poor 


to me in the garden, to tell me he was 
come, and hoped I would not uſe him ill 
Mr. Nelſon was in the garden too, and tall 
him he need not fear that—no more be 
may, “ for we'll take care of ye my boy, 


Wite, © it ſhall never be ſaid I did got do 
| | my 
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my duty by any child put under my care, 
and particularly this little fatherleſs and 
motherleſs baby.” «Come let him ſet awhile 
on my knee,” ſaid the kind-hearted man, 
« he does not want to go to-bed yet, I am 
ſure.” The child ſeemed to. aſſent by his 
ſmiles to what he ſaid, and willingly took 
the place he allotted him; though it was 
not long he decupied it, for on his begin- 
ning to cry—< there, ſaid Mrs, Carey, 
that's the firſt time I have heard him cry 
ſince he has been in the houſe, and I am. 
ſure he wants to go to bed: beſides, Anne 
told me he always went early.” She then 
carried him up ftairs, and as ſoon as his 
head was on the pillow he fell aſleep, though 
it was in a ſtrange bed, and had Anne ſeen 
im, ſhe would have been quite ſatisfied 
that he ſlept comfortably. | 
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& To double all thy pleaſure f in thy child. 1 
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91 think,” nid Mrs. Nelſon to her hul. 
band, as they were one day walking in the 
garden, where, indeed, they ſpent moſt of 
their time, © we might have William and 
Edward home a little before the holidays 
commence: dear boys, I long to ſee them, 
and they will enjoy themſelves ſo much 
more here than when in London.” -e Yes,” 
ſaid Mr. Nelſon, „it wants but a little 
more than a fortnight to the vacation, and 
TI think John may as well be ſent for them: 
I ſhould like to ſee all my family happy to- 
"AY gether 
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gether before I leave them, which muſt be, 
I] believe, in a ſhort time.“ What are 
you talking of ?“ aſked Caroline, who came 
to enquire the name of a flower ſhe had 

juſt gathered; may I hope it is aboup my 
brother's. coming home; we only want 
them to be compleatly happy.” —* You are 
nearly right,” anſwered her mother, © for 
that was the ſubjeR, and I hope you will 
ſee them ſoon.” She then related the plan 
of ſending for them the next day, and Ca- 
roline was in ſuch a hurry to give her 
liſters the agreeable intelligence, that the 
quite forgot the errand: ſhe came on, and 
returned with the flower til] in her hand: 
when ſhe entered the ſummer-houſe where 


Charlotte was fitting, Mary was repeating 
ſome lines to her ſiſter, which her mother 
had given her to get by heart. © You ſay 
them very perfect,“ ſaid Charlotte, « and 
may in the evening let mama hear you: 
but what is the name of the flower, Caro- 
oY | 1 line?” 
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line?” 6 I forgot to aſk ;” ſhe anſwered, 


cc but I have better news to tell you; 
William and Edward are to come home a 
fortnight before ' we expected them. 


„When, when?” eagerly enquired both. 


« I believe the day after to-morrow,” ſaid 
ſhe, © papa is ſo good.” Indeed he is,” 
faid Charlotte: at that moment Charles 
came from the field crying.“ What i; 
the matter?” ſaid his ſiſters.— Why Jane 
has broke my bow,” ſaid he, © and ſhe i; 


very croſs; I deſired her to give it me, and 


ſhe would not.” Jane followed him, eager 


to juſtify herſelf— Indeed, ſiſter,” ſaid ſhe, 


«1 only wanted to ſhoot off one more 
arrow, and he would not let me, and pulled 
it out of my hand, and fo he broke it“ 


No, *twas you broke it,” ſaid he, © for 


you held it fo tight, and I'll never let you 
play with any of my things any more; re- 
member that.” - And, indeed, I don't 
want it,” ſaid Jane, = © Fie, fie,” inter- 

| rupted 
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rupted Charlotte, « you are both naughty 


children, but you,” added ſhe, turning to 
her ſiſter, © ſhould have let him had it, as 


he is ſo much younger than you“ And 


ſo he is to be humoured in every thing,” 
faid Jane, with a toſs of her head ; ſhe would 
have cantinued her ſpeech, but an per- 
ceiving her father at a diſtance, ſhe walked 
away, being conſcious ſhe had behaved ra- 
ther wrong; Charles was going immedi- 
ately to tell his papa, but Charlotte ſtopped 
him, by ſaying, „He was not à good boy 
himſelf, and certainly would be more naugh- 
ty if he told of his ſiſter's fault, becauſe,” 
added ſhe, you would not like me, or any 
body elſe, to tell of you when you behave 
illz y beſides, I have - ſomething better to 
talk to you of: William and Edward are 
to come home ſoon.“ This intelligence 


cooled his reſentment in a minute, and he 
-flew to aſk his father when he ſhould ſend 
John for them. ; 
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In the evening, Fs repeated the fl 
te verſes inſcribed on a ſmall cottage, 
intended as a place of retirement, and 
gained great praiſe b ” her manner of ſay. 
ing it: 7 


Stav, paſſenger, and tho? within, 
Nor gold, nor'glitt'ring gems are ſeen, 
"To ſtrike thy dazzled eye: 
Yet enter, and thy raviſh'd mind 
Beneath this humble roof ſhall find, 
What gold will never eg ö 


Within this ſolitary cell 
Calm thought, and ſweet contentment dwell, 
Parent of bliſs ſincere: 
ue Peace ſpreads around her balmy wings, 
And baniſh'd from the court of kings, 

Has fix d ber manſion here. 


0 The reſt of the time was 3 to BER 
and before the younger girls went to bed, 
it was agreed on, if the next morning was 
fine, they ſhould before breakfaſt take 
Anne with them, and fetch little George 

from the cottage, vane be had now- been 
a nearly 
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nearly a week: this propoſal gave chem 
great pleaſure, and Charles gladly roſe ear- 
lier than uſual to accompany them. When 
they entered the houſe, they found the fa- 
mily at breakfaſt; George was ſitting on 
Mrs. Carey's knee, but on feeing Anne, 
was ready to ſpring into her arms. The 
whole family roſe at their entrance; Dont 
let us diſturb you,” ſaid Charlotte, «I am 
afraid we are come at an inconvenient 
time.” Oh, no, ma'am,” ſaid the good 
woman curtſeying, “not at all, only we 
breakfaſt rather late this morning; my huſ- 
band has been at work, and did not come 
home ſo ſoon as he does ſometimes=but 
won't you be pleaſed to ſit down, ladies? - 
Here, Bet, moye the table“ —« No, pray 
don't,“ ſaid Charlotte, (We are only come 
to take your little nurſery away for a little 
while,” George ſeemed almoſt to under. 
ſtand her, for he ſmiled, and in his own 
language thanked her, Mary and Jane 

2 had 
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had got the two little girls into a corner by 


themſelves, and were giving them an old 
doll of which Jane was tired, and with 
which they were highly pleaſed : their 
mother told them to make their very beſt 


curtſey — Indeed, miſs, you are very 
good,” ſaid ſhe, “ and I am ſure my chil. 
dren are much obliged to you, for What 
you give them t'other day; you ſee, .mils, 


where J have put it,” pointing to the ſhe), 
where Mary ſaw the two or three doll“ 


cups and ſaucers they had given the chil- 


dren when at their houſe, placed in great 


order:“ J am afraid it is out of theit 
reach,” ſaid ſhe, © and I intended they 
ſhould have it to play with.” —< O, dear 
miſs,” ſaid. Mrs. Carey, © any thing does 
for they to throw about, and I think it 
looks very pretty up there; but, ladies, I 
begs your pardon ; I dare ſay you are in a 
hurry, ſo I'Il put on my little boy's hat, 


and he ſeems to want to go too, — not but 


what 
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what I do aſſure you, ladies, he is very 
happy here; I don't think he has cried more 
than once ſince he has been in the houſe; 
only to be ſure, when he ſees any of you, 
or Mrs. Anne, it is natural for him to like 
to come to you.“ She then put him into 
Anne's arms, who gladly received him, 
and after Mary had deſired the little girls 
might have the doll to play with, and keep 
it in their on poſſeſſion, they left them, 
reminding Mrs. Carey to come in the even- 
ing to fetch home her charge. Charles ran 
byhis fide the whole way home, and George 
ſeemed equally glad to ſee all his old ac- 
quaintance once more- When Mrs. Nel- 
ſon ſa him, he recollected her, and ſhe 
was pleaſed to ſee he did not appear neg- 
lected by Mrs. Carey, and the dependance 
ſhe had on her was not ill placed. Jane 
told her mama the little anecdote of the 
play-things, and it was ſettled that no more 
ſaould be given them “ for, ſaid Mary, 

«if 
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if Mrs. Carey means to ornament her 
houſe with it, it is not worth' while.“ 
Mr. Nelſon then came into the room, with 
a letter in his hand —“ this,” ſaid he, «1 
am going to ſend for your brothers; John 
will go to Brighton to-day, and the day 
after to-morrow you may expect to ſee 
them.“ The girls joined in ſincerely thank. 
ing him“ And I am ſure they would too, 
faid Mary, “ if they were here, for I dare 
fay they long to be in this ſweet place, 
The reſt of the day was entirely given up 
to the amuſement of little George, who, 
though. he ſeemed much pleaſed with their 
attention, did not appear leſs fo on return- 
ing with Mrs. Carey in the evening, which 
was a ſufficient proof the bad behaved 
Kindly 60 him. 
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CH AP. XI. 


4 To youth the tendereſt regard is due. 


s * * 


Tax next morning Mr. Nelſon re- 
minded his wife of ſome viſits ſhe had to 
pay.—“ Don't you remember,“ ſaid he, 
« that Lady Mortonſon called nearly a fort- 
night ago; we ſhall be out. of her gaod 
graces, if you do not return it ſoon, though 
by our not being at home, we loſt 
the pleaſure of ſeeing her then: from 
what I diſcovered yeſterday, when I called 
on Sir Joſeph, I can find, ſhe ſtands much 
upon ceremony.“ -“ Then,” faid Mrs. 
Nelſon, «I will go this morning, and as 
there is a young lady, Charlotte and Caro- 
line ſhall call too; but I know. of no one 

| elſe 
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elſe except the clergyman's wife, Mr, 
Hunt, thatT owe a viſit to; and from what 
I have ſeen of her, I think I ſhall like he 
acquaintance very much, but, as for my 
lady —“ I am ſure,” interrupted Char. 
lotte, „1 ſhall not like Miſs Mortonſon, 
ſhe looked ſo very affected laſt Sunday a 
church; Well,“ ſaid her mothex, © we 
will draw no haſty concluſions, but-if you 
will order the coach by twelve, go ani 
ſee what ſort of people they are.” At tha 
hour the three ladies aſcended the carriage, 
which, as it lay in their way to Sir Joſeph's 
was ordered to ſtop at Mr. Hunt's fir. 
When they were ſeated*in it, Caroline {aid 
<« | feel myſelf very aukward at this buſ- 
neſs; I never paid any viſit be.ore, except 
to Mrs. Rivers; what ſhall I do? how an 
I to behave?”—<© As you would at home, 
ſaid her mother, © there is little to do, but 
to walk in, and after talking a little, wall 
out again,” The coach now ſtopped à 
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= Mr. Hunt's, which was a ſmall neat houſe | 
rs, near the church: they were ſhewn into | 
hat the parlour, where Mr. Hunt was ſitting , 


her WW with three or four of his children, whom 
ny he appeared to have been teaching, as their 
a. books lay on the table, juſt put out of 
n, weir hands: he received them with po- 
a lteneſs, and ſent a little boy to call his 
we mother, who, when ſhe entered, welcomed 
0188 her viſitors as if ſhe had been uſed to com- 
i pany; though not lately. The converſation, 
it WY 23 may be ſuppoſed, was rather confined ; 
e the weather, which is the general topic 


when no other can be found, was the firſt, 
and after Mrs. Nelſon had admired the 
healthy looks of her children, and enquired 
of Mrs. Hunt the number of her family, 
they began to be at a loſs, till Mr, Hunt 
aſked the young ladies if they were re- 
conciled to the change of the pleaſures of 
London for thoſe in the country ;” they 
il anſwered, „it was a change they 
| much 
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mach ies for, and that they bad fou 
no pleaſure i in town equal to what they had _ 
enjoyed ſitice they had left it.” After! - 
little more converſation of this fort, and du 
Mrs. Nelſon ſaying ſhe ſhould be happy to FE 
ſee Mr. and Mrs. Hunt, they left them * 


much pleaſed with the whole family. Thel lad 
next viſit was to a very different houſe; its 
appearance was as oppoſite to the one they gn 
had left, as the inhabitants proved to be: 


i 
after going through many apartments, Mrs, * 
and the Miſs Nelſon's were introduced to be. 
Lady Mortonſon and her daughter ; the yo 


young lady had juſt riſen from the pi- WF. 
ano, and her mother appeared quite un- "y 
employed; ſhe received her viſitors with 


great form, and on Mrs. Nelſon expreſſing F: 
her ſorrow that ſhe was not at home when * 
ſhe called, her ladyſhip begged ſhe would |. 
not mention it -“ You know, ma'am, in 
added ſhe, people in our line of life: are Re 


ſoon acquainted ; an introduction is fearcely 7 
neceſſary, 


— 
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neceflary, except for people in an inferior 


ſituation,” Mrs. Nelſon felt already dif- 


ouſted with her new acquaintance, and 
found it difficult to frame an anſwer that 
would not ſhew it : the young lady eyed 
her daughters with diſdain, but after her 
ladyſhip had condeſcendingly converſed 
with them ſor a little while; and the filver 
ſalver, which the ſervant had brought in 
with chocolate and other refreſuments, had 
gone out again untouched, ſhe turned to 
her daughter, faying — “ Almeria, if the 
young ladies like it, you can ſhew them 
the garden” —< certainly, mama,” anſwered 
ſhe, and riſing, rang the bell. Charlotte 
and Caroline ſeeing from a look of their 
mother's, ſhe thought it right they ſhould 
accept of this civility, aroſe and waited her 
leiſure, L am ſorry to keep you ſtand- 

ing,” ſald the young lady, but I cannot 
go out without my 'hat—I wonder why 
John does not come,“ and pulling the bell 
5 L more 
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more 3 chan before, the | man ap- 
peared, whom ſhe ordered to te} Walker 
to bring her hat, handkerchief, and para- 
'fole. Charlotte, who felt-her pride a little 
hurt at the contemptuous manner in which 

| ſhe was treated both by mother and 
1 daughter, now determined to exert herlelf, 
and let them ſee, as was really the caſe, 
7 | ſhe did not mind it ; ſhe therefore with an 
| appearance of eaſe walked to the table on 
which lay two or three books, and on 
opening one found it a novel:—* Oh, my 
in dear creature, ſaid Miſs Almeria, who 
| now began to unbend a little, © have you 
read that? it is the moſt faſcinating thing 
in the world.” Charlotte coolly replied, 
« She had not,” and the lady's maid at that 
time coming, Almeria took her outward 
attire, as ſhe fantaſtically termed it, and 
when ſhe had for a moment viewed herſelf 
in the glaſs, “ Now,” ſaid ſhe, „ladies, 
I am ready to attend you; we will not go 
a . i wg 6-4 
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T far + ak to tire your young 1 Mrs. 
er Nelſon;“ and away ſhe tripped, ſaying, 
] am above the common forms of polite- 
neſs, ſo I go — beſides, I have to ſhew 
you the way.“ After being led through 
the ſame range of apartments as they paſſed 
to get to the room they were ſitting in, ſue 
conducted them into the garden, which 
was really a very elegant one, and laid out 
in a ſtile far ſuperior to any either Charlotte 
or Caroline had ſeen before. Well, but 
my dear,” ſaid Almeria, „I think I en- 
quired if you had read that delightful book 
you ſaw juſt now? it is a charming thing, 
I really do not know many like it are yow 
not fond of reading? I think nothing ſo 
well occupies the time, which otherwiſe! _ ' 
hangs ſo heavy on hand, when in the coun- 
try--dear me] I cannot open my paraſole ; 
pray try for me, my dear creature! giving 
it into the hands of Caroline “ I am ſo 
ſtupid! in general Walker does it before 
£2 | L >. ſhe 
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ſhe gives it me, or ſome of the men I an 
walking with.“ Caroline returned it open 
to her; but it was impoſſible for either her 


Ir her ſiſter to ſpeak a word, for though 
ſhe. aſked ſo many queſtions, this voluble 


lady never waited for an anſwer ; the truth 
was, that in her mother's preſence ſhe had 
but few opportunities of ſpeaking, and 
therefore, when abſent from her, ſhe thought 
herſelf privileged to talk as much as ſhe 


. Qguid. She led them to the conſervatory, 


which was adjoining the other wing of the 


"houſe ;/ here ſhe offered them any flowers 


they. liked, but as ſhe went to call the gar- 


dener to cut them, ſhe ſa w a gentleman in 
the oppolite walk, and exclaiming, “Oh, 


there's Captain Brown, I muſt | ſpeak to 
him; he is come from town, and perhaps 
can tell me of my dear Maria; pray excuſe 
me; ſhe ran towards him, leaving her 
companions in dumb ſurpriae; they ſaw 
her ſeize his hand, and inſtead of returning 

n to 
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che lady, they ſhut the door, and walked 


very Nauf Place,” faid Charlotte, “ and 1 
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8 e to walk quite a different | 
way. Is not this ſtrange?” ſaid Caro- - 
line, © I never ſaw ſuch an odd girl in my 
life”— I never faw one ſo affected,“ faid 
her ſiſter ;—© I wonder whether ſhe will . 

come back, reſumed Caroline, © I ſhould 
think mama would be glad to go home, 
and I am ſure I ſhould ; let us go in, for I 
dare ſay ſhe won't return to us.” After 
looking both ways, and ſeeing nothing of 


—— 


towards the houſe. This is certainly a 


muſt own,” added ſhe in a whiſper, * 81 
like the houſe better than its inhabitants.“ 
They had now reached the garden door, 
but recollected they ſhould be quite at a 

Joſs to find out the room they had left— / 
« There are ſo many to go through,” ſaid 
Charlotte, & that I think it impoſfible-for us 
to diſtinguiſh one from the: other ; we had 
better ſtay here a little while,” Preſently 
L3 ' Mifs 
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ing all over the garden for you; why did 


but let me introduce you to eath other 


herſelf time to breathe; and continued talk- 
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Miſs Almeria appeared at the lower end of 
the green turf, leaning on the arm of the 
gentleman ſhe was ſo eager to ſee, and on 
perceiving them, ſhe led him that way, 
faying, my dear girls, I have been look. 


you leave the conſervatory? I meant to 
have returned in an inſtant, but Captain 
Brown drew me another way, and to hear 
of a friend, you will, I know, excuſe it: 


Captain Brown, theſe are the Miſs Nelſon's; 
Captain Brown, ladies; but, do you wiſh 
to go in? lot me ſhew you the way.“ Al 
this ſhe ſpoke in a minute, hardly giving 


ing to the gentleman till they entered the 
apartment, where Mrs. Nelfon was ear- 
neſtly wiſhing for her daughters to come, 
that ſhe might take her leave of lady Mor- 
tonſon, whom ſhe found quite as ridiculous 
as Miſs Almeria, though” in a different 

| | manner. 
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of manner. r he young lady burſt into the 
he room -“ Oh, mama, here is Capt. Brown:“ 
on and her mother immediately roſe to wel- 
come him, and by his reception, Mrs. 
Nelſon diſcovered he was a man of con- 
ſequence, though his appearance was very 
inſignificant. Miſs Almeria ſeemed to have 
left her rage for talking on the other fide 
of the door, for ſhe ſilently rung the bell 
for Walker to take her things. On the 
ſervant's appearing, Mrs. Nelſon ordered 
her carriage to be drawn up, and when it 
was announced, gladly went through the 
ceremony of leave-taking, and departed as 
ſick of the parade and oſtentatious diſcourſe 
of the mother, as her daughters were of 
the affectation of Miſs Almeria. I hope,” 
ſaid Charlotte, when they were at ſome 
diſtance from the houſe, “ we ſhall not 
meet that family often.” - “ No ;” ſaid 
Mrs. Nelſon, © we do not ſeem at all ſuited _ 
to manned. I was never more tired of 
8 EP 3 ll * | 


which you are moſt pleaſed with; but, as 


a viſit than this, and as 
ſtands ſo much upon etiquette, I cannot aſk 


enough pleaſed with us to invite us there. 
They were ſoon in their own comfortable 
parlour, and on their telling Mr. Nelſon 
how different they found their two new 
acquaintances, = I will not fo affront 
your underſtandings,” ſaid he, “ as to aſk 


likings and diſlikes are generally reciprocal, il * 
I think we ſhall not be much troubled with / 
the ſociety of the latter.” I think the 

young lady rather pretty though,” ſaid ; 
Charlotte, ( but ſo very fantaſtical that it WW _ 
quite ſpoils her face!“ — © I have been 5 
learning a few lines,” replied Mary, “ ſince 

you went, which I think, as you ſay ſhe 

wiſhes to be thought handſome, we had p 
better ſend her, then ſhe may know what d 


real beauty is.” — © Repeat it,” ſaid her 
mother, © and I hope, Caroline, you will 
: not 


t * 
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not negle& learning that piece you men- 
tioned yeſterday, that we may hear it to- 
night.“ On her ſaying ſhe was nearly 
perfect in. it, Mary repeated the following 
lines ; 


REAL BEAUTY, 


THE diamond's and the ruby's blaze, 
"Diſputes the palm with beauty's queen 
Not beauty's queen commands fuch praiſes 
Devoid of virtue, if ſhe's ſeen. 
But the ſoft tear in pity's eye 
Outſhines the diamond's brighteſt beams; 
And the ſweet bluſh of modeſty, 
More beauteous than the ruby ſeems, 


The day paſſed without any remarkable 
occurrence, and at the uſual time, Caroling 
3 the following beautiful a 


ODE ro HEALTH. 


DavGHTER of rin at whoſe command 
Mirth ſpreads a ſmile üpon the chegk of caſe, 
At whoſe rekindling breath, 


Sickneſs looks up, and lives, 
92 <p Say | 
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: Say! where (for much thy haunts I long to oo 
Shall I thy joy - infuſing preſence hail ? | 
' - Amidſt what ſylvan ſcenes, _ 
Or unfrequented plains ? 
Say! when the roſeate finger of the morn 
Points out the glories of her ſhort-liv'd reign ; 
Shall I thy ſteps purſue, 
Climbing the mountain's fide; 
From whoſe tall brow, in eminence ſuperb, 
Fair nature views her fruitful vales below, 
While Phoebus darts around 
Aer oriental eyes? 
Or ſhall I trace thy veſtige o'er the heath, 
Where, in deriſion of the floriſt's aid | 
Shoots up, untaught by art, 
The voluntary flow'r. 
For well *tis known, that oft* upon the heath, 
- In contemplation, deyious art thou ſeen; 
Or panting up the ſteep | 
Ot unimprinted hill. 
Or when cool evening, in floating veſt, 
Sweeps o'er the lawns, diffuling ſhady pomp 
And bids the ſun recline 
On Amphitrite's breaſt ; 
T will attend thee to the ſolemn grove, ' 
| Where love ſtands regiſter*d on ey'*ry tree, 
W here the rook rocks his young, 
And echo learns to ca). 
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Or ſtanding on the margin of the ſtream, 

I will ſurvey thee on the paſſive wave, 
Then pteſs the liquid bed | 
To meet thy Naiad kiſs. 

O tell me, nymph, thy choſen reſidence , 

Be it op mountain top, or foreſt wild, 
And I will conſecrate * 

A temple to thee there. , 


_— 
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CHAP. XII. 
«In ks concert let us ; ſing, 


For why ſhould ſilence reign, 
« To preſs the joys that inward ſpring, 
« And hope of home reſtrain ? 
IL | DvuLce Domun, 
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» T3 E happy day was now come on 
which they expected their brothers, and the 
whole morning was ſpent in talking of 
them. „I wonder,” ſaid Jane, ©« if Ed. 
ward will play at battledore and ſhuttlecock 
with me as he did the laſt holidays ; but 
here we may employ ourſelves better, for 
we can run races in the garden.“ What, 
2 girl run races!” ſaid Charles, “ I never 
heard ſuch a thing ; my brothers will play 
with me to be ſure, 'and if we let you bring 
us the ball when we are at cricket, you 
may think it a great fayour,”—I dare ſay 
I ſhall,” 


— 
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1 Fall,“ anflvered Jane; William: * 
Edward muſt be very much altered if they 
will not let me play with them i in a better 
way than that.“ Mrs. Nelſon now inter- 
rupted their converſation, as ſhe feared it 
would produce a quarrel, by telling them 
not to doubt their brothers would do all in 
their power to pleaſe both And you muft 
do the ſame by them,” added ſhe.— I am 
ſure,” ſaid Caroline, „if I was a boy, I 
would contrive a hundred ways to amuſe 
them, but what can a ound girl do?“ 
« Don't be afraid, Caroline, faid her fa- 
ther, « that your brothers will want amuſe- 
ment ; the little horſes which I have bought 
for them will, I dare ſay, afford them 
much pleaſure.” You have not been ſo 
good as to buy each of them a horſe, my 
dear papa,” ſaid Charlotte, © how very 
kind!” —< Indeed it is,“ faid Mrs. Nelſon, 
«and will be a-very agreeable ſurpriſe to 


them, ” — « Remember, papa, we are to 
M drink 
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drink tea in the wood when they come 
home,” ſaid Jane, and I hope it will be 
before you leave us ( We carried mam 
there the other day,” continued Mary, 
tc and ſhe was very much pleaſed with it” = 
« And ſo am I, papa,” ſaid Charles, © and 
I think William and Edward muſt like it; 
they have no ſuch place at ſchool, I'II an- 
{wer for it.” In the evening, before they 
expected, the boys arrived, and ran into 
the room where the family were fitting: 
« Here they are,” burſt from every mouth: 


nn 


&« How do ye do, my dear brothers,” and 


« my dear boys,” were repeated a dozen 
I times before any anſwer could be heard: 
cc Upon my word,” faid nin, &« we 
are very well, but you won't give us time 
to tell you ſo. I hope you are the ſame :”— 
6 My dear mother,” ſaid Edward, «© how are 
you?” They then received an affectionate 
embrace from the whole party, and their 
ſiſters began to think of offering them 

chairs. 
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chairs. wel, hay dear boys,” ſaid ny 
father, © you are not forry, I hope, at being 
called away a little before the holidays” — 
« Not- very, ” faid William with a ſmile, 
«tobe ſure we loſt the pleaſure of ſinging 
dulce domum, but we both think it a much 
greater one to be with, you”—<©& And in ſuch 
a pretty place too,” added Edward, I 
think we ſhall be ten times more ſorry 
when the holidays are over than we uſed to 
be in London; for, to tell you the truth, 
we did not ſo much mind leaving that 
ſmoky place.” — Dear Edward,“ faid 
Charlotte, © let us not talk of parting the 
firſt evening; you are but juſt come home, 
and have ſix weeks to ſtay yet. So we 
have,“ anſwered William, „and we will 
enjoy them too.” The ſupper was ſoon 
brought in, and all the younger ones, even 
to Charles, partook of it: when ſeated at 
the table, he began to ſpeak as though he 
__ fo much of his brothers before they 

WES. M 2 came, 
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3 3 afraid when he 
firſt ſaw them, and would fcarcely anſwer 
either when they ſpoke to him: it was not 
long before they got acquainted, and all 
enjoyed themſelves greatly, after another 
happy hour, in which they made an agree- 
ment to riſe early the next morning, when 
| the girls were to ſhew their brothers the 
garden and ſhrybbery ; the family ſeparated 
for the night, The boys aroſe with the 
ſun, dreſſed themſelves in a moment, and 
thinking it too early to call their ſiſters, 
flew with eagerneſs down ſtairs, to examine 
every part of the yards and ſtables; the 
farſt object which attracted their attention 
was Juba, a beautiful ſpaniel which came 
with the family from London, and ſeemed 
by its fawning on William, to recollect 
his old maſter : they then haſtened to the 
ſtables, where John was already feeding 
and cleaning Smiler, their father's. horſe, 
wr: ſeemed to improve on his country 
| Keeping) ; 
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priſed to ſee a little poney tied to the 
n anger. © Dear John,” ſaid be, < whoſe 
all WF horſe is this? papa ſurely has not bought 
ir it? if he has, it certainly is intended for 
e. us to ride.” Why, to tell you the truth, 

en aid John, 4 you have hit the right nail on 
de the head, for I believe it is for you, but | 
ou muſt not fay I told you, for I fancy | 
maſter means to give ye- what they calls an | 
agreeable ſurpriſe.” “ Oh,” ſaid Edward, 

e we won't tell; how delightful it will be 

to ride out with papa, and I ſuppoſe I may 

ride it ſometimes.” — « Yes, yes, ſaid 
John, c you don't think maſter means to 
favour one-more than t'other ? if you look 

into the next ftall, you will find it true 
what I fay.”—<< declare,“ ſaid Edward, 
jumping for joy, (here is another, and 
that I dare ſay is for me, huzza ! how glad 
Lam. 80 am I,” ſaid John, © but I am 
terribly afraid you won't be ſurpriſed 

M 3 enough, 
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enough, and then maſter will think I told 
| you coming home: ſo ſaying, he continued 
his employment in a great buſtle, and after 
the boys had viſited the horſes belonging 
to the carriage, and looked over every 
part of the ſtable-yard, they thought it 
time to call their ſiſters for their Walk in 
the ſhrubbery. When they reached the 
houſe,” they found them juſt come down 
fairs, and enquiring of the ſervants for 
them. —« Oh!“ ſaid Caroline, «you have 
played us rather a ſhabby trick.“ K In- 
deed,” ſaid William, ( we have only been 
into the ſtable, where you know young 
ladies don't often viſit; befides, we thought 
it too early to call you from your beds.“ 
This matter was ſoon amicably ſettled, 
and the whole party proceeded to the gar- 
den in great good humour. William men- 
tioned the pleaſing diſcovery he had made 
in the ſtable of the two poneys, and on 
having which the girls congratulated them, 
| ſaying — 
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faying—< My father bought them only laſt 
week, and you cannot think how anxious 
he was they ſhould be ſent home before you 
came, that you might, if you pleaſed, ride 


out the firſt day.“ “ I believe we ſhall 
make no objection to that,” ſaid Edward, 


«and if papa wants a companion to ride 
with him, he may now have two.” They 
were ſoon ſhewn every part of the garden, 
aud Jane inſiſted on their each taking a 
flower from her's, which was in very 
great order, as Carey often aſſiſted her in 
keeping it ſo; after which, they walked 
round the ſhrubbery, ſtopping every minute 
to 'obſerve ſomething or another which 
drew their obſervation : Juba accompanied 
them all the way, but on their return to 
the houſe, retired to the ſtable, as he knew 
his province too well to attempt following 
them within the door. At breakfaſt, the 


boys expreſſed their thanks to their father, | 
- for the purchaſe he had made for them, and 


received 
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received an invitation to take a ride with 


him that morning“ The day after to- 


morrow, added he, I am obliged to go 


to town on buſineſs, and muſt tay a week; 
then you may ride with John, or rather 
he with you; but I need not, I hope, re- 
mind you, you owe ſome attention to your 
mother and fiſters, and, therefore will not 


let this new pleaſure engroſs all your time,” 
They readily promiſed this, and till the 
horſes were brought round did not leave 


the parlour, but were fully employed in 
examining their ſiſter's drawings. Edward, 
who from a child Ciſcovered a great. genius 
for that art, now produced his, and was 
pleaſed to hear his father thought him 
improved : when the horſes were at the 
door, all the girls ran to ſee them mount, 
and followed them with their eyes till they 
were out of fight. © I hope, ſaid Charles, 
after he had ſeen them ſet off, « they will 


enjoy their ride; ſome little boys would 


cry 
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ery to g with ee, but I am too much o 
a man; beſides, I heard papa ſay to William, 
that when they came home, I ſhould ride 
one of their horſes a little way.” This 
was enough to make Charles happy, and 
25 his father had promiſed, on their return, 
he was carefully placed on Edward's paney 
by John, who walked by his fide for near a 
quarter of a mile, and at dinner Charles 
talked of the ride he had taken with as 
much pleaſure, as his brothers did of theirs, 
In the evening, Mr. and Mrs. Nelſon 
walked, with their children till it was 
nearly dark, and in their way home called 
at the cottage, to introduce little George to 
the boys, who had heard his hiſtory from 
their ſiſters, and were deſirous of ſeeing 
him: they found him as uſual in high 
ſpirits, and Mrs, Carey employed in mend- 
ing his clothes “ For,” ſaid ſhe, . ma'am, 
do you know, he begins to run about now, 


en 
don't 


EASON HOUSE: 


. 


_ 2 1 9 
———— 


8 


da. 45 


don't mind it but bleſs me, theſe be ant 
maſter William and maſter Edward, are 
they, ma'am? I ſhould not have known 
them.“ On Mrs. Nelſon's ſaying they 
were her ſons, ſhe again expreſſed her aſto- 
niſhment, faying—< When [ took the li- 
berty of calling on you, ma'am, in town, [ 
don't know how many years it was ago, 
but *twas when my brother died, and I was 
forced to leave my children, and go to ſettle 
ſome buſineſs about him; why, then, gen- 
tlemen,” addrefling herſelf to the boys, 
you -was not much older than this little 
fellow,“ pointing to George, who had 
_ crept up to Caroline, and was ſmiling in 
her face. Aﬀter they had each. held. him: 
little while in their arms, and the boys, 

-who could hardly forbear laughing, hat 
anſwered as well as 'they could all Mrs, 
Carey's enquiries, they returned home, and 
their ſiſters the reſt of the evening endea- 
voured to entertain them with muſic, _ 
4 - CHAP, 
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« Where round yon e board in due Gm 
« We ſweeten'd every meal with ſocial glee; - 
« The heart's light laughter erown'd the circling 
jeſt, 
« And all was ſun-ſhine, in 45, little * 24 
. ROGERS» 


D AY after day paſſed in this happy man- 
ner, and though they were all ſorry to part 
with their father, at his return they could 
not ſuppoſe he had been gone a week, ſo 


| afternoon- they drank tea in the wood, a 
pleaſure + the girls had long thought of, 
and as the weather was then fine, they 
would not wait till their father came back, 
but with their mother's permiſſion ordered 


tex-things to be carried to the place ap- 
4 0 | pointed, 


happily. did they ſpend their time. One | 


— 
— — ſ - — — — _— —— — _ 


Re 04 where they Got a very pleaſant 
evening ; the girls ſung a few ſongs, and 
after they had drank tea they went round 
the wood to look for nuts, and not con- 
ſidering it was much too early for any to 
be worth gathering: their mother con- 
tinued at the table with her work, and 
when the young folks again joined her, 
they were ſurpriſed to ſee a large bowl of 
ſyllabub before her: this was what they had 
never ſeen or heard of, and were impatient 


r what it was 4 You will taſte 


it,” ſaid Mrs. Nelſon, “ and tell me how 
you like it.” She then filled a cup for 


each, which when they had drank, they 


were ftill more deſirous of knowing the 
name of ſo excellent a thing! you mult 
thank Anne for this treat,” ſaid their mo- 
ther, © for, though in my younger days, I 
wi often partook of one; I ſhould never 
have thought of this, had not ſhe men- 


tioned it, * you would like it. — 


, 6 She 
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«Ske- thought very right,” ſaid William, 
«and fo I will tell her; ſhe ſhall judge for 
us another time, ſhall not fhe, girls ?”— 


interrupted Charles, * you muſt thank the 
cow likewiſe for ſome part of it, for I ſaw 


« Very true, Charles,” faid Mrs. Nelſon, 


ou ſeem to know how it is made better 


than any of the party; but you muſt not 
take too much of it, or it will make you 


forget every thing you have done to- night, if 


therefore beware.“ What! will it make 
us tipſey, mama ?” aſked the little boy, — 
Indeed it will,” anſwered ſhe, ©how- 


ever you ſhall have a little more, and then . 
gather me a few flowers before you go 


home.” The boys were much pleaſed with 
this part of the entertainment, and "after 
ſpending another half hour in a fruitleſs 
ſearch for ripe nuts, they all returned to 

NN : the 


« Yes, indeed” faid Charlotte — “ But,“ 


John drive her to the edge of the wood, 
and Molly milked her into the bowl“ 
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the houſe, equally pleaſed with the novelty 
of the evening. After their father's return, 
their next excurſion was to Brighton: 


| Mrs. Nelſon and the three eldeſt girls went 


in the carriage, and the boys accompanied 
their father on horſeback. They left their 
carriage and horſes at an hotel, and walked 
to the Steine : the young ones were charm- 
ed with the extenſive view of the ſea from 
thence, and. the variety of company walk- 
ing there : they went into many ſhops, and 
the boys bought toys for Charles, and other 
things for themſelves, till they ſpent all 
the money they had. Charlotte and Caro- 
line expreſſing a wiſh for ſome new muſic, 
their father took them. to a muſic ſhop, and 


paid for what they choſe : as they paſſed a 


milliner's, Charlotte went in only to buy 


a ribbon for Anne, but when there, ſo 
many things were ſhewn them, and they 
were all fo pretty, that they, like their 


brothers, found all the money tempted out 
8 ä of 
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oſ their pockets. Mary was not allowed 
to buy any thing but what ſhe abſolutely 
wanted, and when they were at home, ſhe | 
felt herſelf obliged, to her mother for not 
giving her permiſſion to do more, for her 
ſiſters, when they opened their purchaſes, 
found few things uſeful. 4 This hat,” 
ſaid Caroline, „when am I to wear it? 
it is much too fine to exhibit at church, I 
wiſh I bad not bought it; but the woman 
talked ſo much of its being faſhionable, . 
and ſaid it was ſo much worn, that I hardly 
knew what I did; I cannot think how I 
could be ſo fooliſh.” “ Not more fo than 
me,” ſaid Charlotte, © for I am ſure this 
bandeau I ſhall never wear.” In ſhort, 
they repented of every thing they had 
bought, except a pair of gloves and a fan 
for each, and the ribbon for Anne. Mrs. 
Nelſon came into their room while they 
were blaming themſelves for their folly ; 
ſhe was not ſorry to find they thought it 
4 ſo, 
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do, and ſaid I conſidered you old enough 
to judge for yourſelves, and therefore did 
not reſtrain you in the purchaſes you made; 
and now this will be a warning to you, 
not to buy what you do not want, becauſe 
the milliner tells you it is pretty or faſhion- 
able. Indeed it will, mama,” ſaid Char- 
lotte; I ſhall never like to go into one 
of their ſhops again, but I am ſorry to find 
I have ſo little reſolution.” —«< You will 
not, I dare ſay, be ſo eaſily perſuaded again,” 
- aid her mother, © and there is no inſtructor 
like experience. „It is paying very dear 
for it though,“ ſaid Caroline, for I am 
ſorry to ſay, I have ſpent all I had left of 
my quarter's allowance, except a very few 
ſhillings.” “ I am afraid I have too,” ſaid 
her ſiſter, - as they followed their mother to 
the dining parlour ; there they found their 
brothers preſenting Charles with what they 
had bought for him, though they too made 
- the ſame complaint of having ſpent all their 
| | money, 
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money, without having much to ſhew for 
it, William wiſbed be had not gone ( ſor 
though it is a pretty place,” ſaid he, if I 
am ſo fooliſh as not to be able to keep the 
money in my pocket, I dan't want to go 
again till I am old enough to do ſo. Their 
father gave them much the ſame advice, and 
told them He hoped they would keep 
their reſolution.” As they dined later 
that day than uſual, they did not walk 
in the evening, but the girls opened their 
packet of muſic, for which they thanked 
their father, and acknowledged he knew 
better how to diſpoſe of money than they 
did. Caroline was for trying ſome of the 
new ſongs, but William deſired her not to 
hammer at them till the next morning, 


« rather,” ſaid he, “ ſing that favourite 


ſong of Edward's and mine.” “If you 
pleaſe,” ſhe 19225 and immediately did 
as he deſired. 
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. 
ENJOY, my child, the balmy fl:ep, 


Which o' er thy form new beauty throws; 


And long thy tranquil ſpirit keep 
| A ſtranger to thy mother's woes ! 
Tho! in diſtreſs | 
I feet it leſs, 
- While gazing on thy ſweet repoſe, 


Condemned to pangs like inward fire, 
That thro” my injur'd boſom roll; 
| How would my heart in death u | 
_ © Relief from fortune's hard controul : 
Did not thy. arms, 
And infant charms, 
To earth enchain my anxious ſoul f 


Flow faſt my tears, by you reliev'd, 
I vent my anguiſh thus unknown, 
But ceaſe, ere you can be perceiv d 
By this dear child, to pity prone 
Whoſe tender heart 
| Would ſeize a part, 
In grief that ſhould be all my own. 
Our cup of woe, which angels fill, 


Perchance it is my lot to drain; 
While that of joy, unmixt with ill, 


May thus, my child, for thee remain: 


If thou art free, 
(So heaven decrec,) 
1 bleſs my doom of double pain! 


&« I won- 
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« T wonder,” ſaid Mr. Nelſon, when 
the ſong was ended, «© you boys like fo 
plaintive a ditty as that; I ſhould have 
thought ſomething merry would have ſuited 
you better.” “ Why, in general they are 
beſt,” anſwered one of them, © but Caro- 
line ſings that ſo well; though now, if ſhe 
pleaſes, ſhe may give us a more enlivening 


one, or a tune to dance to.“ “ That is 


beſt,” faid Mary, jumping up, here are 


four of us, juſt enough for a reel.“ Caro- 
line began a country dance, and- they con- 


tinued dancing till bed-time, Charlotte 
ſometimes taking her ſiſters place at the 


inſtrument, and though the ſupper was 


brought in, they all declared they couly 
eat F. e en 
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CAP. XIV, 


. Enough of ſuff ring thou haſt ſeen: 
0 Poor heart! I fear this world has been 
2 « A world of bitterneſs to a | 


I E time now 7 near when they 
were again to loſe their brothers: —this 
made the boys walk oftener than ride; as 

when on horſeback, they could not have the 
pleafure of their ſiſter's company, — It was 
in the middle of the ſummer, and the hay- 
makers were in almoſt every field. Part of 
the paddock belonging to Mr. Nelſon had 
been preſerved for hay, and this was now 
the uſual ſaunter of the young ladies: — 
there too Charles ſpent moſt of his time 
with John the ſervant, who felt his conſe- 
quence increaſe, in being the head man, and 
. the perſon appointed to diſtribute proviſions 
4 | to 
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to the people employed in it. One after- 
noon the girls went to join their brothers, 
ho were already there, and amuſing them- 
ſelves by heaping hay on Charles, Who Was 
equally pleaſed at being the object of their 
ſport. After ſpeaking to many of the peo- 
ple they knew, Charlotte aſked the 23 ea to 
accompany them in a walk. —“ We haye,” 
faid ſhe, ** frequently mounted the hill ſince 
you have been with us—let us now 20 | 
to the next village, walk through ſome 
kelds, and return by the carriage road. 
« With all my heart,” ſaid William, and 
readily followed his ſiſters; — they "aſked 
Charles to go with them, but he thought 
himſelf of too much uſe in the ſituation he 
was in to quit it, and therefore ſaid, «© John 
would miſs him, when he came to give the 
men and women their ſupper.” They 
ſmiled at his conſequence, and proceeded gn 
their walk. When they were in the midſt 


of the * they were ſurpriſed to find 
moſt 
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., moſt of the houſes empty :—only one oli 
woman fat out at her door knitting, -and 
they ſpoke to her, though they had never WF 
ſeen her before. © Are you at homealone?” 0 
ſaid Charlotte — «Yes, miſs,” anſwered 


the, my children and grand-children are 4 
all in the hay-field, and I remember the : 
time when I was glad to make one of them, 2 
and ſo I ſhould now,” added ſhe, encouraged i _ 
by their condeſceniion, © had I the uſe of 4 
my legs.” © Hay-making muſt be a very WW 
fatiguing employment, ſaid Charlotte 
«Tt is rather warm to be ſure, miſs,” ſaid 6 
the old woman. but what of that !—in hot 3 
weather, one muſt expect to be hot—l * 
knows it is the pleaſanteſt time of the year of 
how many happy days have I ſpent in th. 
the hay-fields—ah] that is over now I can _, 
hardly move; but what of that! —I can 


knit—and as long as I have the uſe of my 
fingers, and my eye- ſight, I ſhall. earn ſome- 
12 ien yet.“ The boys were quite pleaſed 
with 
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with her converſation. © She ſeems ſo con- 
tented,” ſaid William and I have reaſon 
to be ſo,” ſaid ſhe, overhearing what he fail: 
« Ah, maſter, if you was to ſee what a good 
ſon I have got, and what fine grand-children, 
you would ſay I was happy; and ſuch a 


ny good daughter-in-law too. Tis true, they 
works for their living—but what of that? 
+ — Thank God they have got work to do; 


while numbers of poor people cannot find 
employment but that will never be the | 
caſe in our village, while we have ſo many 
great ſquires, who comes to live in the 1 
neighbourhood God bleſs them tis they * Ml 
who finds work for the poor.— Vou ſee all g 
the people here be out at Work - hut what 
of that—I watches all their houſes for 
them—ſo I be of ſome uſe ſtill.” The” 
whole party were much pleaſed with their 
new acquaintance; and after giving her: a 
little money, they promiſed to call again, 
and paſſed on. That old woman,” ſaid 
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Edward, * puts me in mind of ſome verſe 
J learnt at ſchool by way of execrciſe, the 
week before I came home.” Oh, do ſay 
them now,” faid Jane, * we are ſo fond of 
_ verſes, you cannot think. On his fiſter's 
joining her requeſt, he complied, and re- 
peated the following lines. 


79 PEACE. 


come, wa gentle peace of mind, 

With all thy ſmiling nymphs around, 

Content and Innocence combin d . 
With wreaths of ſacred olive crown'd. 


Tome thou, that lov the walk at eve; 
Ihe banks of murm' ring ſtreams along; 
That lov'ſt the crouded court to leave, 
And hear the miltk-maids* ſimple ſong. 


That lov'ſt with Contemplation” s eye 
The headlong tatara& to view, 
That foams and thunders from on high, 
While echoes oft the ſound renew. 


That lovꝰ'ſt the dark ſequeſter'd weed, 
. | "Where filence ſpreads her brooding wings, . 
| Nor lefs the lake's tranſlucent flood, - 


| The moſſy grots, and bubbling ſprings, 
| 52 7 ing prInge With 
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With thee the lamp of Wiſdom burns, 
The guiding light to realms above 

With thee the raptur's mortal learns 
The wonders of celeſtial love. 


With thee the poor have endleſs wealth, 
And ſacred Freedom glads the ſlave ; 
With thee the ſick rejoice in health, 
The weak are ſtrong—the fearful brave. 


po 
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O lovely gentle peace of mind! 
Be thou on earth my conſtant gueſt; 

With thee whate'er on earth I find, 
The pledge of Heav'n ſhall make me bleſt. 


This they all thought very pretty, and 
begged him to repent it to their mother, 
when they returned home. They ſoon af- 
ter reached the fields, and were aſtoniſhed 
at the number of people employed in them. 
« What the old woman told us is true, I 
believe,” faid Charlotte. „ The village 
muſt be empty, I think, when all its inha- 
bitants are here. (RENT: 2 


« Ev*n ſtooping age is here, and infant hands 
“Trail the long rake, or with the fragrant load 
| 0 « O' ercharg d, N 
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“ Ofercharg'd, amid the kind oppreſſion roll. 

c Wide flies the tedded grain; all in a row 

& Advancing broad, or wheeling round the field, 

* They ſpread the breathing harveſt to the fun, 

& That throws refrethful round a rural ſmell ; 

« Or, as they rake the green-appearing ground, 

c And drive the duſky wave along the mead, 

| © The ruſſet haycock riſes thick behind, 

cc In order gay: while heard from dale to dale, 

% Waking the breeze, reſounds the blended voice 
« Of happy labour, love, and ſocial glee.” ' 
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« That is from Thompſon, is it not ?” 
faid William, “you cannot think how fond 
our maſter is of that poet. He makes al- 
moſt all the boys learn by heart ſomething 
out of the Seaſons. © They cannot learn 
any thing prettier,” ſaid Caroline. J 

think not,” ſaid Edward; & but ſome people 
laughed at him, for letting us ſpeak verſes, 
and ſay he means to make us ſpeak like 
players, but I cannot ſee that, for my part 
I like it better than Latin.“ *« 80 do not 
I,” anſwered William“ it is very well 
ſometimes, 


r c „ „ +» ry myo mew 


— — 4 2 4 


ſometimes, but for. a boy to be a 

mouthing out verſes, is nonſenſe.” We * 
ſaid Edward, “ you know we only have a 
piece once a week ;''—< and often enough 
too,” returned his brother: & but I do not 
like this ſubject: it reminds us of what is 


ſoon to come. How very ſhort the time 


has appeared But we have had charming 


holidays-—and more than a week to ſtay 


now.” They were now in the turnpike 
road, and were converſing in this manner, 
when they were overtaken by a man in a 
failor's habit, who advanced, and in a falter- 


ing accent aſked charity of them - they 2 


each, felt in their pocket, but found no mo- 
ney, having juſt before given what they 
had to the old woman. Indeed, ladies 
and gentlemen,” ſaid the man, I never 
begged before, and I am very much dif- 
 trefled.” Are you not a failor?” replied 
Edward, © they never want relief if they 
are gapd=the king takes care of them. 
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$ It was a lucky thought of yours, Caro- 
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4 You are right ow, fir,” anſwered the 
man—* his majeſty's navy is very well pro- 
vided for—bleflings an his noble heart for 
it ; but I belong to a merchant ſhip, and 
therefore can expect nothing from the 
king.—Indeed, indeed, young gentlemen,” 
added he, I am an honeſt man, and if you 
knew half my diſtreſs you would relieve 
me.” I have not now a farthing in my poc- 


| ket, or I ſhould ſcorn to aſk for it, and Iam 


going to Brighton to ſeek employment in 
ſome veſſel there care not how mean it 


is, ſo I can but get ſomething to do.“ Ah, 


that unlucky place !” ſaid Charlotte—< if 
we had not ſpent all our money there, we 
might now have had ſomething to give this 
poor ſailor, who I believe wants it.” Let 
us take him home,” ſaid Caroline, © per- 
haps papa will give hima little money, or 
at leaſt he will have ſomething to eat. —- 
ce We will do that,” anſwered William.— 


ling 
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| a think father cannot be angry with 

He then turned to the man, who was 
waking penſively behind them; and told 
him to follow them. It will not be 
much out of your way,” ſaid he, and 
though we have nothing to give you our- 
ſelyes, I think we are going where you 
may meet with a little relief, however.“ 
“God bleſs you, fir,” anſwered he 1 
want no great deal, and if I had enough to 


pay for a little victuals, and a night's lodg- 


ing, where I am going I don't fear of 


employment the next day, as neither hard 


work nor low wages will be an objection 
to me.“ When they reached home, the 
girls flew to their father, who was in the 
garden, and told him what they had done. 
« You will not be angry, I am ſure, papa,” 
ſaid Mary, „when you ſee the man:“ —he 
inſtantly went with them to the hall, where 
the boys ſtil] continued with the ſtranger, 
who made a low bow on Mr, Nelſon's en- 
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tering, and anſwered all the queſtions he was 
aſked—ſuch as, where he came from? — what 
ſhip he belonged to? — with great appear- 
ance of truth, and his countenance ſeemed 


to indicate honeſty. Mr. Nelſon ſoon be- 


gan to be intereſted for him, and after or- 
dering ſomething for him to eat, expreſſed 
a-wiſh to hear mare of his hiſtory. „Alas 
fir,” ſaid the poor man, © it is but a melan- 
choly one, particularly the laſt year, —T wo 
years ago I was happy, and now I believe 
there is not a more miſerable creature than 


_ myſelf—T have loſt a wife and child, fir, 


without knowing what is become of either.“ 
The whole family were in the room, liſten- 


ing to his ſtory; and at this part of it, the 


eyes of all were fixed on their father, who, 
by an expreſſive look, ſhewed he underſtood 


. their thoughts, though he forbade their 
| ſpeaking at preſent: “ let us hear more,” 


faid he, again addreſſing himſelf to the man, 
“ where have you been the laſt twelve 
4. * months ? 
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months ?—but firſt tell us your name.” 

George King is my name, fir,” anfwered 
he :—at this moment they all uryolunarhty * 
cried out it muſt be him while Wil- 
liam and Edward ſlipped unperceived out of 
the room—their father again ſilenced them, 
and the man continued his tale. I loft 
my father and mother about five years ago, 
after I had been in the ſervice of a gentle- 
man who traded to Turkey, above eight 
years; and if he had been alive now, I 
ſhould not be in this ftate—but he is dead, * 
and I am ſure he is in heaven, for a better 
man there never was.—T got into another 
veſſely in the ſame trade, and at that time 
married a woman I loved very much : = we 


lived with her mother in this country for "i 


ſome time; and it was the happieſt of my 
life. When I was called to join the ſhip, 
I left my wife near lying-in, and before my 
return, ſhe was to remove to a fituation 
nearer IIS „ as that would be more con- 

venient | 
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venient for me. My maſter, I ſoon found, 


was very different from the one I had 
ſerved, and knew but little of trade; how- 


ever I had no reaſon to complain: — we 
arrived at our deſtination in good time; 
and when there, I had a letter from my 
wife, ſaying ſhe had got a fine boy, and was 
very well, and ſhould ſoon remove to Pad- 
dington, where before my departure I had 
taken a houſe for her, My maſter, as 1 
ſaid before, knew little of trade—he made 
bad purchaſes—and as. we had to wait for a 
convoy a great while, he determined to run 
the riſk of coming home. without one. T his 
he told me, as he thought he ſhould then 
ſtand a better chance of ſelling his cargo. 
I endeavoured to perſuade him from it, as, 
though I wiſhed to ſee my wife and child, 
J very well knew the danger we ſhould 
be in—but he would not liſten to what I or 


any one in the ſhip ſaid—called us all cow- 


ards, 
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ards, and in an evil hour, I may ſay, ordered 
the veſſel to ſail.— We were not many days 
out of the harbour before we ſaw a French 
fail, which directly drove down upon us:. 
then I believe he repented of his raſhneſs, 
and would gladly have returned from 
whence we came ; but that was not poſſible. 
We felt ourſelves unequal to the attack, 
and therefore tried to get away; they cha- 
ced us very far out of our courſe, and we 
eſcaped them only by a worſe calamity 
though I know not if I ſhould fay that, for 
we- Engliſh ſailors think any thing better 
than falling into the hands ofthe enemy, We 
ſtruck on a rock, and with great difficulty 
got the ſhip off again: then our maſter * 
ſhewed his obſtinacy once more; for though 
we urged him all we could to go into the 
firſt port which offered, he inſiſted on the 
yeſſel's not being in ſo bad a ftate, but that 
ſhe could reach England as ſhe was: — this 
was another proof of his ignorance ; for 
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long before we got. 1 near ae the water 
came ſo faſt into the ſhip, that nearly half 
the men were employed every day at the 
pump, to keep her tolerably clear. At 
laſt our maſter was convinced we were in 
danger: but not to tire you, ladies and 
gentlemen, with too long a ſtory, I will 
only add, that we ſtaid by the ſhip while 
there was any hope of ſaving her, and then 
taking to the boats, we committed ourſelves 
to the mercy of the waves, leaving every 
thing belonging to us in the veſſel, which 

ſunk before we were out of fight; and 
| with her periſhed the hopes of the owner, 
for I then diſcovered that he had nothing 
but what he expected to make from her 
cargo—his ſpirits were gone ; and I be- 
lieve he made no effort to preſerve his life. 
After this loſs, we were toſſed about on the 
ocean for two or three days, when we 
were taken up by a veſſel bound to Liſbon, 
and before we reached that port, my maſter 
died. 
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died. We were treated with great huma» 
nity by the people there, and-as we had no 
money to pay our paſſage home, I and many 
more of the crew were obliged to work 
it; that is, do what we could in any veſſel 
that would take us; and though I was im- 
patient to reach England, we were com- 
pelled to ſtay two months before the ſhip 
filed, in which we were offered our paſ- 
fage; at laſt we arrived in the river Thames, 
after I had been abſent nearly a year and a 
half; and on our landing, I made the beſt 
of my way to Paddington, expecting to find 
my wife comfortably ſettled there—then it 
was, my heart began to fail me, when on 
enquiring for her, I found no one that knew 
her, or had even heard of her name. had 
a little money, which had been given me 
while in the ſhip, and with that I came into 
this county :— when I had reached the 
village in which I teft my wife with her 


mother, I walked with eagerneſs to the 
2 door 
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door of the cottage they had inhabited—but 
what was my diſappointment, on ſeeing the 


door opened by a ſtranger :—of her I en- 


quired for its former owners; and without 


thinking or aſking who I was, ſhe informed 


me they were dead. At this. information, ſo 
abruptly given, I almoſt loſt my ſenſes, and 
when I recovered, I found myſelf in the 


© houſe, ſurrounded by many of my former 


neighbours, — They told me, in anſwer to 


my repeated enquiries for my wife, that 


when ſhe was about to remove, after my de- 
parture, her mother was taken ill, and ſhe 


could not then leave her, but ſent to give 


up the houſe at Paddington, and ſtaid to 
nurſe her mother, which ſhe did, with great 
attention, through a lingering illneſs, and 
ſpent all her money in procuring her com- 
forts :—after her death, which was not 
more than five months ago, ſhe left the vil- 
lage with her child, leaving-the goods in 
the houſe to pay the rent of it; and they 
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thought ſhe went to Paddington, as that 
was the place ſhe expreſſed a wiſh to be ſet- 
tled in; before my return, which ſhe then 
daily expected: they added, that they 
thought her very unfit for the journey, 
as her health was much injured by 
her cloſe attendance on her mother, and 
2 ſhe went on foot, they feared her cir- 
cumſtances were not very good — think. 
then, fir, what muſt have been my diſ- 
treſs? I returned to London, enquiring 
at every public houſe, 1 thought it likely 
ſhe would ſtop at, if they could give me 
any intelligence of her—ſome recollected 
a woman very ill, who paſſed that way, 
with a child, about the time I mentioned 
but no one could tell me more than that. 
ſhe was going to London: I traced her 
there — but in ſo large a place, found it im- 
poſſible to hear any thing farther of her. 
After lamenting her loſs, I thought of co- 
ming to Brighton for employment in ſome 
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of the packets there.—I wiſhed not to be 


out of England fo long again, as ſtill flat- 


tered myſelf with the hope of hearing of my 
wife and child, though I could think of no 
way likely to gain the information I fo 
much wiſhed for, — I was on my road 
thither, when I had the good fortung to meet 


your family, fir,” — © Good fortune I 


hope you will find it,” interrupted Mr, 
Nelſon, for I think I can tel} you of 
your child.” “ Indeed, fir !” ſaid the man, 
ſtarting up“ and not of my wife?” Mr. 
Nelſon ſhook his head.“ Ah then, ſhe is 
dead |” he exclaimed, and the tears rolled 


down his cheeks in large drops.“ Will 


you fetch thoſe things you have of the poo. 
woman's ? ſaid Mr. Nelſon to his wife. 
They are already here,” anſwered ſhe :;— 


I thought by the poor man's ſtory they 


would now find an owner.” She then pro- 
duced the fmall box, which the man no 


fooner N than he exclaimed—< that is the 


very 
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very box I Pre her at parting, with what! 
money I could ſpare, in it- it is marked 
with my own name.—Qh tell me, fir, how 
you came by it,” Mr. Nelſon then told 
him the circumſtance of her death, as re- 
lated in a former part of this work; and at 
that moment the two boys entered, leading 
in little George between them.“ Is that 
my child?” ſaid the unfortunate man, and 
catching him in his arms, turned his face 
from all in the room to conceal his tears, 
which now flowed more plenteouſly than 
before—the girls and their mother wept 
alſo, at ſo affecting a ſcene, and the boys 
could not help joining them, though "ey 
wiſhed to hide what did them honour; | 
the proof of a feeling heart can be no 
diſgrace to any one. The man after 
ſome moments returned the child to the 
ground, who appeared frightened at what 
had paſſed, yet did not cry, and as ſoon as 
he found himſelf at liberty, ran to Charlotte 
„ and 
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and Caroline, who willingly received him. 
His father then with great energy, thanked 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelſon for their kindneſs to 
it and its mother. — May God Almighty 
reward you for it,” added he we are ſuf- 
ficiently recompenced,” anſwered Mrs. Nel. 
ſon, © in finding we have done good to 2 
worthy man, for ſuch I believe you to be— 
let us not talk longer on this melancholy 
ſubject— make yourſelf happy in your child, 
and believe me, if on farther acquaintance 
Jou prove yourſelves worthy of it, you 
ſhall neither of you want my afliſtance.' 
'The man's heart was too full to allow bim 
to expreſs his gratitude, and he followed 
the ſervant, who was ordered to ſhew him 
the kitchen, in ſilence. Little George was 
given to Anne, and the reſf of the family 
retired to the parlour to tea, and to conſult 
what farther could be done for the relief of 


the poor failor, 
CHAP. 
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"CHAP. XV. 


1 O let me own the heart that pants to bleſs, 
| © Thatnobly ſcorns to hide the uſeleſs ſtore z 
« But looks around for objects of diſtreſs, 
i And triumphs in a ſorrow for the poor. 
WA Lcor. 
r ——— 


Tux next morning, Mr. Nelſon ſent 
for the man into the parlour, and after giv- 
ing him money to procure à change of 
clothes, aſked him what he intended to do ? | 
The man anſwered That he wiſhed to 
get employed, and meant to accept what- 
ever offered, though it might not be what 
he ſhould exactly choſe.” —< Remember,” 
ſaid Mr. Nelſon, © I have no other's word 
for your good character except your own 
and though I do not diſbelieve you, I ſhould 
not be acting right, did I not make farther 
enquiries.” —< I would wiſh you to do it, 
fir,” replied the man, © but I know now, 
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no one who could give you a character of 
me, as both my maſters are dead; but the 
owners of the ſhip I came home in, I do 
not doubt they will atteſt the truth of what 
I have ſaid, and I hope will alſo ſpeak of 
my conduct while with them, in a way 
that will do me credit.” He then, by Mr. 
Nelſon's deſire, wrote a direction to the 
gentleman he returned with to England; 
and after repeating his thanks for all the 
kindneſs ſhewn him, he was ordered to go 
to Brighton, procure what was neceſſary, 
and make enquiries for a ſituation, likely 
to ſuit him ; and when he thought an an- 
ſwer could be received to the letter Mr. 
Nelſon intended to write, to return 'ta 
Eaſon Houſe. When he left the room, 
he aſked one of. the ſervants, who were 
now. all acquainted with his ſtory, and 
much intereſted for him, to ſhew him the 
road he was to take, and firſt go with him 
to the cottage where his child was, that 
he might ſee him once more. John imme- 

diately 


4 


— 


as for ſeeing the boy once more,” added he, 
« why d'ye ſay that? you will fee him 
many times yet, Þll warrant ye “ evil to 


day, good to-morrow ;* that's an old ſaying, *' 


but tis a true one, and therefore don't let 
your ſpirits fink; your misfortunes are 
pretty near at an end now, Þll venture to 
fay, for when you are got into the hands 
of my maſter, you need not fear, you will 
be taken care of.” In this way honeft 


John tried to comfort the poor man, till 


they arrived at the cottage, where Mrs. 
Carey expected them, as ſhe had been told 
the circumſtance of George's having found 
his father, by Anne, when ſhe carried him 


fore dreſſed her little charge in clean 
clothes, and when they entered he was 
running about the room, at play with the 
old doll the young ladies had given to the 
girls. „Here Mrs. Carey,” faid John, 
« ] have brought you a viſitor; come 

| George, 
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diately offered to accompany him but 


home the evening before; ſhe had there- 
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George, go to your father,” added he, as 
he led the child towards his companion, 
who ſtretched out his arms to receive him, 
and George not very unwillingly ſuffered 
the ſtranger to kiſs him: the whole party 
ſoon got . acquainted, and Mrs. Carey of- 
fered the man whatever her houſe afforded ; 
but when the poor man had perſuaded his 
little bey to fit on his knee, he wanted 
nothing elſe ; and while John and the good 
woman were chatting very earneſtly, he 
was ſufficiently engaged in obſerving the 

likeneſs of his child to its mother, which, 
though it recalled to his memory her loſs, 
filled his eyes with tears of pleaſure, which 
he found a difficulty in ſuppreſſing. At laſt, 
John reminded him it was time to depart, 
as he might be wanted at home, and after 
kiſſing it affectionately, he put the boy 
into Mrs. Carey's arms, thanking her at the 
ſame time for the care ſhe had taken of it. 
They then proceeded to the Brighton road, 
when John left him, with many good 
wiſhes for his ſuccels, xl 


It 
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In the afternoon, the children propoſed 
going on the fide of the Downs to look for 
wild ſtrawberries, as the little Catey's, and 
other children of the village, Had offered 
them to ſell for many days. This Mrs. Nel- 
ſon vermitted, on condition they would 
not wiſh to bring any home“ For we 
can afford to buy them, ſaid ſhe, “ and it 
is in a manner robbing the poor, of what, 


perhaps, they have great dependance on.“ 


This they had not thought of, and readily 


gave up the idea of bringing home their 


ſupper, which they had pleaſed themſelves 
with the thought of doing. Their mother 
and elder ſiſters, with the boys, accom- 
panied them, and they all enjoyed their 
walk very much, and met with many poor 
children employed in picking them. What 
ragged ſhoes you have on,” ſaid Charlotte 
to one of them: < Yes,” anſwered the 
child, «IT knows it, but mammy ſays, when 
T have gathered enough ſtrawberries, I ſhall 
have a new pair.” ( You fee now,” faid 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Nelſon, „what I told you is true; A 
if you were to carry home any of theſe p 
ſtrawberries, perhaps this poor child might 
not have her ſhoes ſo ſoon.” —< She ſhall 

though,” ſaid Charles, © for I will gather 

ſome, and put into her baſket,” which he 
did with great pleaſure, and felt himſelf 
happy when called a good boy for doing it. 
Mrs. Nelſon, after enquiring where the 
little girl lived, promiſed to-call and give 
her mother ſomething : this ſhe did not 7 
forget to do in a day or two, and left money M 


enough, not only to ſupply her, but all her is 
brothers and fiſters with a new pair of al 
* ſhoes each. As they were returning home, fe 
ſhe recollected Mrs. Smith's beautiful ſon- 
net to the South Downs, and W ere by it 
to her children. A 
5 To the SOUTH DOWNS. - 
A, hills beloy'd! where once a happy child, * 
| Your beechen ſhades, your turf, your flowers 
among, | | O. 
I wove your blue- bells into garlands wild, 
And waked your echos with my artleſs ſong. G 


Ah, 


wy 


| | 
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Ah, hills belov*d | your turf, your flowers remain, 
But can they peace to this ſad breaſt reſtore ? 


For one poor moment ſooth the ſenſe of pain, 
And teach a breaking heart to throb no more? 
And you, Aruna, in the vale below : 
As to the ſea, your limpid waves you bear, 
Can you one kind Lethean cup beſtow, 
To drink a long oblivion to my care? 
Ah, no! when all, e'en hopes laſt ray is gone, 
There's no oblivion but in death alone! 


« That is very pretty,” ſaid William, 
© cannot you think of another ſonnet, 
mama?” His ſiſters and Edward were wiſh- 
ing to aſk the ſame thing, and Mrs. Nelſon, 
after ſome recollection, complied in the: 


following manner: 
To SPRING, 7 


AGAIN the wood and long withdrawing vale 

In many a tint of tender green are dreſt; 2 

Where the young leaves unfolding quite conceal, 
Beneath their early ſhade, the half-form'd neſt 

Of finck or wood - lark; and the primroſe pale, 
And laviſh cowſlip, wildly ſcatter'd round, 


Give their ſweet ſpirits to the ſighing gale, 
Ah, 
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Ab, ſeaſon of delight! could ought be found 
To ſooth awhile the tortu: d boſoim's pain, 
Of ſorrows rankling ſhaft to cure the wound, 
And bring life's firſt deluſions once again, 
N were ſurely met in thee, thy proſpects fair, 
Thy ſounds of harmony, thy balmy air, | 
Have power to cure all ſadneſs but deſpair ! 


Ti next day the boys took a ride with 
{ their father, and in their way ſtopped at 
Mr. Hunt's door, to beg the favor of their 


company to dinner the next day. The in- a 
vitation was accepted, and at the appointed . 
time Mr. Nelſon ſent his carriage for them: A 
the two eldeſt children came with their te 


father and mother, and Jane, of whoſe age p 
they were neareſt, was quite pleaſed with I 
finding ſome young companions, and ſhe c 

| did all ſhe could to amuſe them. After the IiW © 
ladies left the dining room, Mrs. Hunt 1 
expreſſed a wiſh for a little muſic, and 
Charlotte and Caroline inftantly complied : | 

after playing two or three things, they 
aſked her if ſhe would ſet down to the in- | 
ſtrument, which ſhe did, and they were ſur- 

priſed 


it. Ms... Me tes 


— 


priſed to find her a perfect miſtreſs of it. 
Afterwards, when converſing on the plea- 
ſure of muſic, ſhe ſfaid— Though ſhe could 
not devote to it ſo much time as it required, 
ſhe generally practiſed. a little every day 
in teaching her children, as Mr. Hunt was 
ſo very fond of it, that he wiſhed all his 
family to play. When the gentlemen joined 
them, the girls were deſired to play again, 
and Mr, Hunt accompanied them with his 
voice: this made the evening appear ſhort, 
and when the time came for their viſitors 
to leave them, Mrs, Nelſon could not ſup- 
poſe it was fo late; but on Mrs. Hunt's. 
ſaying ſhe thought it too late for her chil- 
dren to ſtay longer, the carriage was again 
ordered, and they departed equally pleaſed 
with each other; the little Hunts being 
as much flattered by the attention of Miſs 
Mary and Miſs Jane to them, as their 
father and mother were by that of Mr. and 
Mrs. Nelſon. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
* Ah! then what honeſt triumph fluſhed my breaſt, 


This truth once known, to bleſs is to be bleſt. 
b DD * | 


Ar TER two or three days, Mr. Nelſon 
received a very ſatisfactory anſwer to his 
letter reſpecting the poor ſailor, who the 
ſame morning came back dreſſed ſo clean, 
and with all his new clothes on, that he 
was hardly known. Mr. Nelſon told him 
he was very well ſatisfied with what he 
had heard reſpecting him, and when he re- 
marked the change in his appearance, the 
man faid—< It is all from your bounty, fir ; 
I found the money you gave me ſufficient 
to buy me theſe clothes, and I have till a 
little left. You muſt be an excellent 
manager then,” replied Mr, Nelfon, © for 
it was not much I gave you, but I am glad 


to ſee you have made ſo good an uſe of it; 
1 have 


do at preſent,” —< J ſhould think,” ſaid 
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1 ſo raked ar well on the * "il 

ſineſs you went on? are you likely to be 
employed ? —< I am afraid not, fir,” re- 
plied the man, «I ſpoke to ſeveral people, 
owners of veſſels, and they wanted no new 
hand; they ſaid, they had plenty now unem- 
ployed : one perſon I went to had juſt taken 
poſſeſſion of one of the packets, and with 
him I had ſome hopes of getting work, 
but he told me the veflel was full; however, 
ſome people I met with, and who heard me 
apply to him, told me I might not wait long 
for employment with him, as he was always 
changing his people, but I do not mean to 
ſtay for that, ſir,” added he, I will go to 
another port, rather than live the idle life I 


Mr. Nelſon, “if you were to enter into his 
Majeſty's ſervice, it would be better for you 
than truſting to theſe precarious employ- 
ments; you would there be ſure of your pay 
alſo, which, in theſe little veſſels, you can- 
„ 22 g not 
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Not always receive at the time you wilt.” 


would do that directly, fir,” anſwered 
he, if it was not for. my child; but, per- 


haps, the ſhip I may be in may be ſent on a 
long voyage, and then what is to become 


of it? Is it not under my care?“ ſaid 


Mr. Nelſon:“—“ Ves, fir, thanks to you, 


it-is, yet—don't be angry with me, fir, for 
ſpeaking ſo freely ; but when it has found 


its father, would it not be encroaching on 


your goodneſs for him to go away, perhaps 
for many years, and leave it fo.” ö You 
are an honeſt fellow,” returned Mr. Nel- 
ſon, “ but if you are not in a ſituation to 
ſupport your child, others will till you are: 
tell us now what was your ſcheme ?”—<«[ 
meant, fir,” anſwered the man, to fave a 


little money from what I could earn by be- 


ing employed in ſome of the veſlels here- 
abouts, for a year or ſo, and to leave that 
with the good woman who has now the 


eare of my boy, and afterwards to enter on 


| board 
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board a man of war, that-I wit wy 
return have enough to pay for his board, 
hoping ſhe would till continue to keep it, 
and that your family, fir, would have the 
goodneſs now and then to take notice of 
it,” —<T like your plan very well,” ſaid 
Mr. Nelſon; © it implies a good heart, but 
yet I think mine the beſt; let me ad- 
viſe you to enter directly; you will have 
better wages, as I ſaid before, and therefore. 
more likely to have it in your power to pay 
Mrs. Carey ſooner, if that is your wiſh, 
and you need not fear ſhe will forget your 
child, of that my family will forget it.“ 
The man again expreſſed his thanks, and 
readily agreed to the plan Mr. Nelſon pro- 
poſed : when he had left the room, the 
boys, who were willing to imitate their fa- . 
ther in all things, begged leave to propoſe 
a ſcheme they had thought of, and on his 
deſiring them to mention it, William ſaid— 
be You know, fir, when we go to ſchpol, 
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vou generally give us ſome money, and we 
Would be very glad of only half of it, and 
the other, if you pleaſe, to be reſerved for 
this poor man, by way of helping a little 
towards fitting him out for ſea.” —©I am 
much pleaſed with your intention, boys,” 

ſaid their father, and if you really wiſh 
it, I will not refuſe you the pleaſure of 
aſſiſting an honeſt man,” Charlotte then 
made the ſame requeſt in the name of her 
ſiſters and herſelf, that part of their quar- 
terly allowance.might be kept back for the 
ſame purpoſe, and Jane and Charles deſired 
ſome-money might. be taken out of theic 
boxes to help the poor failor : ſuch early 
inſtances of benevolence in their children, 
made Mr. and Mrs. Nelſon quite happy, 
and in a few days, with the aſſiſtance of 
the whole family, the man left the hout: 
with many prayers for the happineſs of its 
inhabitants, and taking a fond leave of his 


child, went to Portſmouth, and entered on 
| board 


girl, with a look that expreſſed a ſear of a 
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board a ſhip, the captain of which Mr. 
Nelſon knew, and to whom he had given 
him a recommendation, After dinnes, Jane 
was made very happy, by the ſervant's . 
bringing into the room a pretty ſquirrel 
in a neat cage, with Thomas Carey's duty 


to Miſs. Jane, and hoped ſhe would accept 
of it.” = May I, mama?” aſked the little 


denial. Why, you know my dear,” ſaid 
Mrs. Nelſon, „I do not approve of any 
thing's being kept in cages, but aſk how _ 
long it has been caught, John:“ he ſoon 
returned, and ſaid - It was taken from the 
neſt, and that the boy had only kept it till 
he had taught it to eat out of any one's 
hand, and had made it a little tame.” — 
« Oh then, mama,” ſaid Jane, © I may 
have it ; you know it would not be able to 
feed itſelf, was I to let it looſe.” Mr. 
Nelſon ſent the boy a ſhilling, and Jane 
ran up ſtairs to ſhew her ſquirrel to Charles, 
and 
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and get 48 to * it up in Was place 
where ſhe might ſee it very often. They 
foon after went for a walk, and in the even- 
ing, Caroline repeated a beautiful fable of 
Dr. Lan ghorne's, called 


The EVENIN G — 


THERE are, who Jew the ſhades of life, 
And ſhun the ſplendid walks of fame; 
There are, who hold it rueful ftrife, 
To riſk amhition's loſing game, 


That far from Envy's lurid eye, 
The faireſt fruits of genius rear, 
Content to ſee them bloom and die, 


In friendſhipꝰs ſmall, but genial ſphere, 


Than vainer flowers, tho' ſweeter far, 
The evening primroſe ſnuns the day; 
Blooms only to the weſtern ſtar, 


And loves its ſolitary ray. 


In Enon's vale, an aged hin. 
At the dim twilight's cloſing hour, 
Pn his time-ſmooth'd ſtaff reclin'd, 
With wonder view'd the opening flower, 
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6 Ill fated flower, at eve to blow, 
(In pity's ſimple thought he cries,) 

„Thy boſom muſt not feel the glow 

Of ſummer ſuns, or ſmiling ſkies. 


& Nor thee, the vagrant of the field, 
«© The hamlet's little train behold; 
10 Their eyes to ſweet oppreſſion yield, 
« When thine to ſhades of night unfold, 


« Nor thee the haſty ſhepherd heeds, 
«© When love has filled his breaſt with cares; 
&« For flowers he rifles all the meads, 
% For waking flowers—but thine forbears. 


« Ah! waſte no more that beauteous bloom 
on night's dull eye, that fragrant breath F 
« Let ſplendid ſuns thoſe gems illume, 
« Fair flower, to live unſeen is death!“ 


Deep in her unfrequented bower, 
Sweet Philomela pour'd her ſtrain: 
The bird of eve approy'd her flower, 
And anſwer'd thus the anxious ſwain. 


Live unſeen 
Lovely flower, we'll live uaſeen 
4 By moonlight ſhades, in vallies green, 
„Lovely flower, we'll live unſeen; 
« Ot our pleaſures deem not lightly, 
„Laughing day may look more ſprightly, 
; 66 But 
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gut I love the modeſt mien, | | 
5 (Still I love the modeſt mien,) c 
t 


of dewy evening fair, and her ſtar-train'd queen, 


«© Did*ſt thou, ſhepherd never ſind 
«© Pleaſure is of penſive kind? 


« Has thy cottage never known v 
«© That ſhe loves to live alone? | 60 
« Doſt thou not, at ev ning hour f 

<< Feel ſome ſoft and ſecret power, 
« Stealing o'er thy willing mind, =. ſe 
Leave ſweet ſerenity behind? tl 
% Whilſt all diſpers'd, the cares of day, tc 


« Glide thro” the falling gloom away; as 
& joy to think thy lot was laid | 

c In this undiftinguiſh'd ſhade, Ic 

e Far from the world's inſectious view, fa 

« Thy little virtues ſafely blew. w 
4% Go, and in day's more dang*rous hour 

Guard thy emblematic flower.” * 

| ſh 
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Before they went to bed, Mr. Nelſon 
aſked the boys, when they thought of going 
to ſchool? „Do not aſk us, father,” ſaid 
Edward, „we do not like to think about 
it. received a letter ſome time ago,” 
anſwered he, to "OY the ſchool opened on 
Monday 
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Monday next.“ So ſoon as that !” ex- 
claimed the girls, ſure papa, you are miſ- 
taken l“ No, he is not,” ſaid William, 


« thought it muſt be near the time; but 
when are we to go?” added he ſorrowfully. 
« Remember you came home a fortnight he- AL. 

fore the holidays began,” replied Mr. Nel. 4 
ſon, “ therefore muſt not ſtay long ae 8 MA 
chem ; perbaps Wedneſday John will a "Ol 
tend you.”— And this,” ſaid Willlamy® 2 9 
«is Friday, ſo that we have not a Mek 
longer to ſtay ; but we do not complain, 
father, you are very good to us, and though 
we muſt certainly wiſh to ſtay longer, we 

will not aſk, or even hope for it. We 
ſhall not be here long after you,” ſaid Mr, 
Nelſon, © for though the country would be 
pleaſant yet for many months, your father's f 
buſineſs will call him to town very ſoon, 
and as he will not be able to return ts us 
for a great while, I believe we fall accoms | 


pany him,” 
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60 « Nor caſt one oe lingering look behind.“ 
f | GRA. 


The E few days longer which the + We 
had to ſtay were devoted entirely to their 
ane and when Wedneſday came, 
they took leave of their father and mo- 
ther, and bidding an affectionate fare wel 
to their ſiſters, they left the houſe - not 
without regret; but John endeavoured to 
reconcile them to the change, by reminding 
them e it would not be fix months before 
they returned for the next holidays; then 
you know you will ſee all your friends 
again, added he “ Yes,” faid William, 
cc but it will be in London — there we ſhal} 
not have half the pleaſure we have had the 
laſt fix weeks.” © You don't know that,” 
continued John“ the country is not very 

pleaſant 
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bles, they recollected the old woman, they 


all alone again,” She then called ſome of 
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— in the il know I ſhall * 
be ſorry to be out of it at Chriſtmas.” The 
girls felt their time quite heavily, when 
they had loſt their brothers, and did not en- 
joy their walk near ſo much as when they 
accompanied them. — In one of their rams 


once viſited, when the boys were with them, 
and determined to ſee her again.“ Per- 
haps,” ſaid Charlotte, we thall not find 
her fo happy. now :”—but ſhe was pleaſed 
to find herſelf miſtaken: they found her 
as chearful and contented as ever. When 
Caroline aſked her, © how much knitting ſhe 
bad done, fince they laſt met?” She an- 
ſwered, « two or three pair of ſtockings, ' 
miſs, and I have fold them too - the time is 
how coming, when I ſhall have nothing eiſe 
to do—harveſt is coming on—and then, la- 
dies, if you walk this way, you'll find me 


her grandchildren, and preſented them to 
| „ | her 
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her viſitors, ſaying, * a'n't they fine chil. 


\. dren now, miſs? TI can't ſay but what I be 


alittle proud of them, and then they are ſo 
good, too. Charlotte and Caroline divi- 
ded what halfpence they had between them; 
and leaving a few ſhillings with-the old 
woman, continued their walk, not forget- 
ting to call on little George as they re- 
turned home, particularly as their mother 
had given them leave to have him to ſpend 
the next day with them. In a few weeks 
the harveſt began, and then it was they 
wiſhed for their brothers more than before, 
the fields were again full of work-peo- 
ple—and they were ſeldom in the houſe, 
except at the time their maſters were with 
them. Before the reapers had left the 
helds, the gleaners entered, and Mr. and 

Mrs. Nelſon walked with their children 
among them—the former too well recollected 
his favourite Thomſon, to. ſuffer the men 
he employed to be too ſtrict in n clearing his 
g kelds. | | 
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while they took from the laſt waggon-load- 


it. As they returned home, Mary, by her 


and Lavinia, from the ſame author. The 


ignorance.“ I am ſorry to ſee the leaves 
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« Be not too narrow, huſbandman, but fling 
From the full ſheaf, with charitable ftcalths 
* The liberal handful. Think! Oh, grateful, think 
How good the God of Harveſt is to you; 
While theſe unhappy partners of your kind 
« Wide hover round you, like the fowls of Heav'n, 
* And aſk their humble dole. 


He tepeated theſe lines to his children, oo | 


large heaps of grain, and ſcattered them 
among the people, who thankfully received 


father's deſire, repeated the ſtory of Palemon 


leaves ſoon began to fall from the trees, and 
ripe nuts, which they had ſearched for in 
vain in the ſummer, might now be found in 
plenty. — « How fooliſh we were,” ſaid - - 
Charlotte to her ſiſter, © to think of finding 
them then the country people would have 

laughed at us finely, had they known our | 


fall ſo faſt,” ſaid Caroline, “it reminds us 
R 2 - of 
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of the approach of winter, and of our re- 
| moval likewiſe, I am afraid,” continued her 
| ſiſter ; © but we muſt conſider we ſhall have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing the Miſs Rivers's, by 
going to town, and likewiſe the agreeable 
expectation of viſiting this charming place 
again next ſummer.“ They returned home 
to tea, and already found the evenings ſo 
ſhortened, that they had not time to walk 
afterwards; and before the little ones re- 
tired to bed, Jane repeated the following 
des written at the 0 of autumn. 
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oO COME, thou melancholy mule, 
With ſolemn dirge aſſiſt my ſtrain, 

- While ſhades deſcend, and weeping dews 
In ſorrows wrap the rural plain. 


Her mantle grave cool ey*ning ſpreads; 
The ſun cuts ſhort his joyful rage; 
The jocund hills, the laughing meads, 
Put on a ſick ning, dying face, 


Stern 


* . 


*_& * 0 * 
* g 7 


EASON HOUSE. 


185 


1 
- * * — 
Ma — 
— 9 
* 


— — 


Stern winter brings his gloamy train; 


Each pleaſing landſcape fades from view; 


In ſolemn ſtate he ſhuts the ſcene; 
To flow'ry fields we bid adieu. 


Quite tripp'd of ev'ry beauty, ſee 
How ſoon fair Nature's honours fade 


The flow'rs are fled each ſpreading. tise 
No more affords a grateful ſhade, 


Their naked branches aow behold, 


Bleak winds pierce thro' with murm "ring Guat; 


Chill'd by the northern breezes cold, 
Their leafy honours ſtrew the ground, 


So man, who treads life's aCtive ſtage, 
Like leaf or bloflom fades away, 

In tender youth or riper age, 
Drops thus into his native clay, 


Alas! and can we chuſe but moan, | 
To ſee all Nature's charms expire : 
Fair blooming ſpring, gay ſummer gone, 
And autumn hafteuing to retire, 


But ſee the tender red-breaſt comes, 
Forlaking now the leafle(s grove, 


Hops o'er my threſhold, picks my crymbs, 


And courts.my hoſpitable love. 
| © 


Then 
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Then. ſooths me with his plaintive tale, . 
As Sal withdraws his ev'ning ray, 

Chearing, as evening ſhadgs prevail, 
* The oft remains of cloſing day. 


0 welcome to my homely board! 
There unmoleſted ſhalt thou ſtand; 
Were it with choiceſt dainties ſtored, 
For thee I'd ope a liberal hand. 


Since thon, of all the warbling throng, 
Who now in filence far retire, 
Remain'ſ to ſoothe me with a ſong, 
And many a Fan thought inſpire. 


Aſter they had left the room, their father 
ſaid, © he muſt go to town the next week; a 
but I do not wiſh to take you away, added 
he, if you feel inclined to ſtay longer.“ — 
<« If you are likely to return to us,“ anſwered 
Mrs. Nelſon, © we ſhould like to continue 
here.” „That,“ ſaid he, is impoſſible— 
I can viſit the country no more till next 
ſummer, and think myſelf very fortunate 
in having had ſuch a long reſpite from bu- 
ſineſs as this has been.” It will be very 
Fo uncomfortable 
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nn for my father,” faid 8 iz 
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lotte, © to be in town for any time by him- * 


ſelf; let us return with him, mama.” “o 


are very. good, my dear pirl, to propoſe it,” 


replied Mr. Nelſon; ©.it ſhews me I have | 


not beſtowed the pains I have taken to 


make my children happy in vain,” «We, 


ought to be diſintereſted in this-inſtance,” 
_ obſerved Caroline, “ and endeayour all in 
our power to contribute to your pleaſure, 
my dear father, when you have increaſed 


ours ſo greatly; I ſhall be quite ſorry if we 


do not accompany you, for I ſhalt think we 
are not acting right if we ſtay behind.” 
ce Then,” ſaid Mrs. Nelſon, “ it is eaſily 


ſettled—we will go with your father, and 
believe me, we ſhall return to this place 
with more pleaſure tlie next ſummer, for 


| having quitted it when he ought.” The 


girls ſoon after went to bed, and the next 
morning told Anne to prepare for their re- 
moval, as they were all going to leave the 
gf | Country 


| 
| 
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L country the next week: and ſhall not 
you be very ſorry, ma'am ? aſked Anne: 
| ( not very,” ſaid Charlotte, © for it is to 
give my father pleaſure; and we ought, I am 
ſure, to do all in our power to oblige him.“ 
| Charles was ſoon reconciled to going away, 
| when he heard his papa could not come 
there any more for a long time. I am 
© ſure,” faid he, „I don't want to ſtay, if 
Papa is not here; for I had rather be where 
be is a great deal.” Mary and Jane tried 
to imitate their ſiſters, in the readineſs with 
which they gave up their wiſh of continu- 
ing longer, and only deſired they might 
have little George once more, before they 
left him for ſo many months :—this was 
kreadily complied with, and when Mrs, Ca- 
rey came to fetch him home, ſhe promiſed 
they ſhould find him much improved at 
their return. Mrs. Nelſon and her daugh- 
ters called to take leave of Mrs. Hunc ;— 
but as they had ſeen or heard nothing of the 
. Mortonſon 


> th _——_— 2 — * 0 1 Gn” TS Ss © * _— — ak. waa r in — a att _ awd 


EA80N Hour. 189 


= 
* * „ 
ä — ͤ— 


Mortonſon family, they did not think it 


neceſfary to pay them a farewel viſit, but 


eoneluded their diſlike to each other wass 


mutual, and therefore neither would wiſh 
for any further acquaintance. The day 


ſoon arrived in which they were to bid adieu 
to the country, and after running round 


the garden, to give a farewel look to all 
which had afforded them ſo much pleaſure, 
they aſcended the ' carriages without ex- 
prefling any ſorrow that the time was 
come when they were to leave it.— Char- 


lotte had the night before cautioned her ſiſ- 


ters againſt diſcovering any regret let 
us not go unwillingly,” ſaid ſhe, « or ſuffer 


papa to think we feel no pleaſure in promo--. 


ting his convenience.” They remembered 
her advice, and talked only of the friends 
they ſhould meet in London. At the laſt 
view they had of the houſe, their father 
thanked them all for their ready compliance 
with his wiſhes, and promiſed very early 
in 
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in the next ſummer to gratify their's, by 
returning. Nothing material occurred · in 
the journey; and they arrived i in good time 
at their houſe in London, where Mrs. Ri- 
vers, who had been appriſed of their re- 
turning, by a letter from Mrs. Nelſon, was 
waiting with her daughters to receive them; 
- the meeting was a very happy one, and 
when chatting with their friends, the girls 
acknowledged to each other, they did not 
regret n ae Houle, 


